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1. Welcoming letter 

 

Distinguished delegates, we welcome you to the internal version of the 

Marymount Model United Nations and the First Committee of the General Assembly on 

Disarmament and International Security. It is an honor for us, María Vélez and Gabriela 

Tamayo, to be part of your training process. We believe that a commission that addresses 

issues of international security and disarmament is a challenge for each of you, as it 

requires more than the information provided in the guide, but we know all of you will do 

an amazing job. 

The United National models are spaces for learning and searching for solutions 

from different points of view on current affairs, and through this committee and the 

issues presented, we want each of you to take on the role of leaders of the future. Also, 

acting on these issues is of utmost importance in order to achieve the best possible 

outcome for the international community. We hope this will further motivate you to 

continue to improve as delegates and as citizens of the world. These simulations are not 

only enriching spaces that allow delegates to strengthen and acquire multiple skills, but 

they are also spaces for learning. That is why we encourage you to express your opinions, 

to make mistakes, to reflect and understand the scenarios in which we find ourselves and, 

overall, to enjoy the moment. 

We expect you to challenge yourselves, to put a lot of effort and dedication into 

your research and preparation, and to give the best of yourselves during the debate. We 

trust that you will be responsible and committed, recognizing that we must work together 



 

in order for the commission to succeed. We look forward to the sessions, where we 

expect you to build and enrich your knowledge, to develop natural and powerful 

discussions, and above all to enjoy this experience. We have high expectations, which we 

hope you will all exceed. 

In our words, in our arguments, in our minds and in our determinations is the 

change that the world needs to see because, after all, the future is in our hands. 

 

Sincerely your presidents, 

María Vélez and Gabriela Tamayo. 

Medellín, 2021.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us through the 

committee's e-mail address: disec@marymountmedellin.edu.co or through our personal 

contact: María Vélez 3175027436; Gabriela Tamayo 3508877947 

 

2. Committee’s Information 

2.1. History  

The United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee 

(DISEC) was the first main committee in the General Assembly when the Charter 

of the United Nations was signed in 1945. Mindful of the events in Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, the first resolution by the Disarmament and International Security 

Committee was done in 1946 to address international problematics around the 

Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised by the 



 

Discovery of Atomic Energy, according to the UN. DISEC was created with the 

purpose to establish an international reunion meant to discuss international peace 

and security amongst members of the international community.  

Purpose of the Committee 

The committee aims to regulate military equipment and to establish general 

principles of international disarmament. In addition, it also gives recommendations 

to the United Nations Security Council concerning such principles. The 

commission works closely with the United Nations Disarmament Commission and 

the Geneva-based Conference of Disarmament. Furthermore, the goals of the 

commission are to maintain worldwide peace and security and to regulate the use 

of armament.  

 

All 193 United Nations members are automatically eligible as 

representatives in DISEC’s body and have an equal vote. Even though DISEC deals 

with important international security issues, it cannot specifically dictate an order 

nor ask for military intervention, but it can recommend these actions to the United 

Nations Security Council. Documents drafted by this committee are passed by a 

simple majority. As stated by the United Nations charter, the biggest aim of the 

Disarmament and International Security Committee is to “establish general 

principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace and security, 

including the principles governing disarmament and the regulation of 

armaments”(“Disarmament and International Security (First Committee)”, nd). 

DISEC functions in a three-step structure: first, the committee begins with a general 



 

debate about the topics under consideration; second, the committee proceeds to 

thematic discussions; and lastly, the committee moves to action on draft 

resolutions. 

 

2.2. Committee Performance 

Some of the most outstanding accomplishments of the Disarmament and 

International Security Committee are successful promotion, enforcement, and 

verification of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; the 

establishment of Nuclear Weapons Free Zones in Antarctica, Latin America, the 

South Pacific, Africa, and Central Asia; and the Partial Test Ban Treaty. The 

DISEC committee draws its attention mostly on topics that deal with conflict and 

its prevention, disarmament, and international security. Ratified by 193 members 

of the General Assembly, the Treaty of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

(NPT) is possibly one of the most well-known and important resolutions concerning 

the reduction and limitation of arms. The NPT is an international agreement in 

which nations stop the development of nuclear weapons and the five nations who 

had already developed them (United Kingdom, United States, Soviet Union at the 

time, France, and China) agreed to disarm them.  

It could be said that this treaty served the international community to 

perfection, this one counts with three objectives: firstly, to prevent the proliferation 

of nuclear weapons; secondly, to have a peaceful use of nuclear energy; and lastly, 

achieving the goal of nuclear disarmament. Delegations such as Israel, India, and 

Pakistan are the only countries that never joined the treaty, and North Korea 



 

abandoned it. However, the NPT is one of the best demonstrations of how the First 

Committee can have a lasting effect on global security. The United Nations 

Disarmament and International Security Committee meets every October for four 

to five-week sessions after the General Debate concluded by the General Assembly. 

Its headquarters are located in New York, the United States, and its current 

chairperson is Sacha Llorenty. 

 

3. The effects of the Gaza conflict on the international community 

3.1. Terminology  

1. Gaza strip: It is  a narrow strip of land located in the Middle East, 51 

kilometers bordering southwestern Israel and 11 kilometers bordering the 

northeast of the Sinai Peninsula. 

2. Ottoman Empire: It was an empire created by Turkish tribes in Anatolia, 

that became one of the most powerful states during the fifteenth and 

sixteenth centuries. It included the territories of Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria, 

Egypt, Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, 

a part of Arabia and a large part of the North African coastal strip. 

3. Hamas: One of the Palestinian territories two major political parties. The 

group is known for its armed resistance to Israel. 

4. Palestine Liberation Organization: An organization founded in 1964 with 

the goal of liberating Palestine and the one responsible for negotiating the 

current status issues towards a final agreement with Israel. 



 

5. Fatah party: A Palestinian nationalist social democratic political party 

founded in the late 1950s with the purpose of liberating Palestine from 

Israeli control. 

6. The Camp David Accords: Former president Jimmy Carter (US) and 

Anwar Sadat (Egypt) along with former prime minister Menachem Begin 

(Israel) signed this peace treaty in September 1978 between Israel and 

Egypt. 

7. West Bank: It is a territory bordered by Jordan and the Dead Sea to the east 

and by Israel to the south, west, and north. It is under Israeli occupation 

since 1967, however a large part is under various degrees of self-

government from the Fatah-led Palestinian Authority. 

 

3.2. Topic’s History  

The Gaza conflict has been active since the beginning of the XX century, 

when Britain took control of the area known as Palestine after the Ottoman Empire 

was defeated in World War One. By that time the territory was inhabited by two 

main groups, Jewish communities, as a minority; and Arab communities, as a 

majority. In November 1917, the British government established the Balfour 

Declaration, a statement to show support for the establishment in Palestine as a 

national home for the Jewish people. This started creating tensions between the two 

groups. For those in the Jewish community, this is their ancestral home, as 

territories around Jerusalem are considered as their holy land which is believed to 

be promised by God to their ancestor Abraham and his descendants. However, 



 

Palestinian Arabs also claimed the land as theirs and their settlements in this 

territory are historical. 

During the 1920s and the 1940s, the amount of Jewish people arriving to 

the territory increased significanlty, due to the Holocaust of World War II and the 

neccesity people had of looking for refuge. This resulted in the creation of self-

governing organizations working towards the establishment of a Jewish state in the 

territory of Palestine. In 1947, the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 

181 voted for the separation of the British-ruled Palestine mandate into a Jewish 

state and an Arab state, this was approved on November 29 of this same year with 

33 votes in favor, 13 against, 10 abstentions and one absent. That plan was accepted 

by Jewish leaders but yet rejected by the Arab side, so the division was never held. 

Unable to solve the problem, the British mandate over Palestine officially 

ended on May 14, 1948. That same day, David Ben-Gurion declared the creation 

of the State of Israel and became its first prime minister. Even though this event 

was a victory for Jewish people, it was also the beginning of a higher wave of 

violence with the Arabs. 

After the announcement of independence, five Arab nations: Egypt, Jordan, 

Iraq, Syria and Lebanon invaded the region. This created the 1948 Arab-Israeli 

War, the first of four major Arab-Israeli wars fought over Israel’s independence or 

geographic size. After tense fighting, Israeli forces were able to gain the offensive, 

and the fighting continued until 1949. Israel and the Arab states did not reach any 

formal agreements until February this same year. 



 

 The agreement  established that Israel had control over all of Palestine with 

the exception of the Gaza Strip, which was administered by Egypt; and the West 

Bank became part of Jordan. Most of the Arabs who lived in the area fled or were 

expelled by Israeli forces during the war in what they called the ‘Catastrophe’, a 

refugee crisis that in December 1948 was tried to solve through the resolution of 

the United Nations 194 which said that all refugees wishing to return to their homes 

should be permitted to do so, and live in harmony with their neighbors.  

 

Following this set of events, in 1967 the conflict known as the Six Day War 

was held, it was a brief conflict between Israel and the Arab states of Egypt, Syria 

and Jordan. As a form of defence from previous conflicts, Israel Defense Forces 

launched preemptive air strikes to Egypt and its allies. The war lasted six days and 

left Israel in control of east Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza, Golan Heights and 

Sinai. In 1973, the Arab nations launched a surprise attack against Israel, this 

caused the Arab forces to gain power initially, but then they were destroyed by 

Israeli allies. Consequently in 1978, a peace agreement between Egyptian 

President, Anwar Sadat, and Israeli Prime Minister, Menachem, started. The 

agreement was  known as The Camp David Accords, where potential Palestinian 

peace proposals were discussed but never carried out. In 1993, the first pact known 

as the Oslo accords was signed between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 

Organization, encouraging a peace process based on previous resolutions from the 

United Nations. Another accord was signed in 1995. 

 



 

Following these events, in 2000, the second wave of clashes began after the 

visit of Israeli politician Ariel Sharon to a site in Jerusalem revered by Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam. The violence continued until 2005. In 2006, the Palestinian 

military group ‘Hamas’ won the election in Gaza, which caused problems with the 

more moderate Fatah party controlling the West Bank. Two years later, on 2008,  

Palestinian militants attacked Israel with rocket barrages causing  three weeks of 

attacks from Israel on Gaza. Later in 2012, Ahmed Jabari Hamas, military chief, 

was murdered by Israel, causing more than a week of rocket fire from Gaza and 

Israeli airstrikes. In 2014, three Israeli teenagers were killed by Hamas militants, 

prompting a seven-week conflict.  

Finally in 2018, protests started taking place in Gaza, Israeli troops killed a large 

number of protestors, and from Gaza, hundreds of rockets were fired into Israel. On 

May of this year, Israeli police attacked  Al-Aqsa Mosque, one of the holiest sites 

in Islam; Hamas fired rockets towards the city and Israel ratiled with airstrikes.  

 

3.3. Previously Implemented Solutions 

As mentioned before, the United Nations in 1947 voted for the separation 

of the British-ruled Palestine mandate into two independent states: a  Jewish state 

and an Arab state, but it was unsuccessful. Similar solutions have been attempted 

but they haven't been effective.  

As for the past few years, organizations such as UNICEF have offered their 

humanitarian assistance in the form of first-aid kits, fire extinguishers, antibiotics, 

10,000 doses of Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccines and other medications. This year, 



 

the European Union provided €34 million in humanitarian aid for Palestinans, 

including funds for fighting the current pandemic, and as a priority the 

improvement of health care for victims of violence. The UN Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, have converted schools across 

Gaza into emergency shelters in order to seek the safety of people. Many 

volunteers, including doctors and other health professionals, have made a huge 

effort to seek for the health of the victims in the Gaza strip. As these organizations, 

many others have tried to help stop the conflict, but all efforts have been wasted 

since a state of peace has not been achieved between the two territories. On the 

other hand, some nations around the globe have also tried to help cease the conflict. 

Countries such as France, China, Norway, and Tunisia, who have proposed draft 

resolutions to the international community, are calling for an end to conflict and 

humanitarian access to the Gaza Strip. However, although countries such as the 

United States have spent a great deal of energy on this Israeli-Palestinian 

agreement, they fear that disengagement will reward the Hamas, and have therefore 

rejected several resolutions previously made.  

 

3.4. Situation Today 

At the moment, tensions are very high between Israel and Palestinians living 

in Jerusalem, Gaza, and the West Bank; and Palestinians are suffering due to Israeli 

actions. On the other hand, Israel claims that it only acts in a defensive and 

protective manner in the face of Palestinian violence. Civilian deaths continue to 

rise, especially as air strikes attack more densely populated communities. These 



 

attacks have caused severe damage to health facilities in Gaza. Given the 

circumstances, the health system in Gaza is almost collapsing, not only taking into 

account the victims of the conflict, but also the COVID-19 Pandemic. In the West 

Bank there have been several reports of physical attacks, harassment, and restriction 

on healthcare workers, paramedics, and ambulances too.  

Gaza is currently ruled by the Palestinian militant group Hamas, whose 

leadership says it wants to stop the conflict but remain in power, and is willing to 

sign a long-term cease-fire and even to cede some of their governing responsibility 

in Gaza to the Palestinian Authority, but insists on keeping their weapons. The 

Israeli leadership also wants to end the fighting, but fears that stopping the conflict 

will allow Hamas to gain more power. The leadership of the Palestinian Authority, 

which rules the West Bank, fears that any agreement between Israel and Hamas 

will permanently separate Gaza from the West Bank, but it does not want to 

participate in the government of Gaza unless Hamas gives away its weapons. 

 

3.5. Nation’s pronounces towards the topic 

According to and article published by France24 (2021), these have been the 

latest responses some important nations have given towards the current conflict in 

Gaza. Many countries have been pronouncing themselves, mostly trying to de-

escalate tensions and end violence.  

The United States of America: The country has said that Israel has the 

legitamate right to defead itself from the different Hamas attacks. Both the White 

House spokeswoman, Jen Psaki and President Joe Biden  support the idea that Israel 



 

must defeand their people and assure its own security. The United States is and has 

been an active ally of Israel, helping in different ways this country through the 

conflict.  

The European Union: It has said that the atacks towards Israel are completly 

unnaceptable and has called all sides of the conflict to aim for peace and prevent 

more civilian deaths.   

The United Kingdom: The nation has pronounced itlsef saying itis highly 

worried for the increased in violence in the Gaza conflict and itis looking forward 

to see a drop in violence and tensions between the countries involved.  

 Germany: President Putin gave the countries position, by saying it urged all 

members of the current Gaza conflict to peacefully resolve their internal issues. 

 Turkey: The Turkish foreign minister pronounced about the topic, saying 

that the Israeli government should understand they can't take away Plaestinans 

rights and demands.  

 

4. Future situation 

 The future of the conflict does not have an easy resolution. Right now under the 

current conditions the conflict is at,  each of the sides has a set of strict conditions in order 

to stop the fighting and restore peace between the two territories.  This means that the 

maximum things that both sides are willing to give away is less that the minimum  that the 

other side it's willing to receive. Any future peace deal will need both sides to agree on the 

decisions taken, and as we have seen in the past a resolution for the conflict has never been 

held since there's always different opinions on what  is the better way to solve the problem. 



 

5. Useful questions for the delegates 

1. Has your country been directly involved in the Gaza conflict? 

2. Does your country recognize Israel and Palestine as independent states?  

3. Is your country a current ally of Israel or Palestine? If the answer is yes, in 

which ways has it shown its support to the conflict? 

4. In the past, has your country supplied the conflict with armament, training, 

or military groups? 

5. Has your country invested in Israeli or Palestinan companies? 

6. Does your country receive or has received immigrants or refugees that come 

from the Gaza strip and its surroundings? 

7. Is your country willing to propose solutions for solving the current problem 

in the Gaza strip? Will it agree on giving its diplomatic or financial support? 

 

6. QARMAS  

- What kind of measures for the designation of territories suit your country's laws? 

- Will your country prefer legalities with strict restrictions around the posing of boundaries?  

- Would it be acceptable for your delegation to agree to a separation in religious and 

historical matters with politics and territory? 

- Will your delegation support international research towards religious altercations and its 

repercussions?  

 

7. Useful links 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRYZjOuUnlU 



 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bno1m1zhIWs 

- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-2912366 
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