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Dear delegates,   
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  We are Mariana Valencia from 9th grade and Elisa Bencardino from 11th grade and it’s our 

pleasure to officially welcome you to the United Nations Security Council, committee that we 

have the honor to preside. 

Throughout our years of experience in Models of the United Nations, we’ve realized 

the impact these opportunities have on our growth and development, both academically and 

socially. After cautious consideration, we’ve chosen to debate an ongoing national conflict 

that has recently escalated to a global scale. Therefore, this topic requires adequate 

preparation and an active participation from all of you. 

Our main objective is that you, as delegates, can have a transformative encounter in 

which you are forced to push boundaries and think beyond our expectations. We invite you to 

benefit from this model as we deeply believe it’ll enrich your knowledge. 

 If you have any concerns, feel free to contact us, we will be more than happy to help 

you. We are confident you have the potential needed to succeed and “Make the Impossible 

Possible”.  

 

We wish you a wonderful MUN, 

Your chair, 

 Mariana Valencia and Elisa Bencardino  
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1. Important commission information  

1.1. History and purpose of the commission  

The history of the Security Council goes back to 1944. Three powerful nations, China, 

the United Kingdom and the United States, agreed on the necessity to create a structure that 

would always seek to maintain international peace and security. Once the Charter of the 

United Nations came into force, the Security Council was formally established on October 

24th, 1945.The Security Council is one of the six main organs of the United Nations and held 

its first session on January 17th, 1946, at Church House, Westminster, London.  

Under the United Nations Charter, the functions and powers of the Security Council are: 

● To maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and 

purposes of the United Nations. 

● To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction. 

● To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement. 

● To formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments. 

● To determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to 

recommend what action should be taken. 

● To call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not 

involving the use of force to prevent or stop aggression. 

● To take military action against an aggressor. 

● To recommend the admission of new Members. 

● To exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in "strategic areas". 

● To recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-

General and, together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International 

Court of Justice. 
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The UNSC can also install UN Peacekeeping Operations, also known as “blue 

helmets”, in affected areas around the globe, as well as Special Political Missions. It also tries 

to promote friendly relationships among countries, protecting human rights and the self-

determination of the people, always aiming towards international cooperation. The council 

can also grant jurisdiction to the International Court of Justice to act within any territory 

where it deems it necessary. (Zhao, 2017) 

 

1.2. Committee performance, structure and procedure  

The Security Council held its first session on 17 January 1946 at Church House, 

Westminster, London. Since its first meeting, the Security Council has taken permanent 

residence at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, and from this day on it’s one 

of the most important yet smallest committees on the UN. With only fifteen members, and 

five of them appointed as permanent, the other 10 members vary and are elected every two 

years as follows: 3 representatives for Africa, 2 representatives for Asia, 2 representatives for 

Latin America, 2 representatives for Western Europe, and 1 representative for Eastern 

Europe. Such a system has proven to be inconsistent, as there are cases when a country that is 

affected by a situation but is not a current member is not allowed to vote. Nevertheless, they 

may participate in the debates and give their opinions. 

Currently the members of this committee are: Belgium, Dominican Republic, Estonia, 

Germany, Indonesia, Niger, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, South Africa, Tunisia, 

Vietnam and the five permanent countries, also known as “veto powers” which are: The 

United States of America, Russia (formerly the Soviet Union), France, the United Kingdom, 

and the People’s Republic of China.   

The following is the procedure that needs to be followed on the Security Council:  
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- Roll call: the chair makes sure all delegates are present for the debate. 

- Motion to open session: this motion is taken into account if 50% +1 of the delegations 

are present 

- Open Agenda: the delegates establish which topic is going to be debated first. 

- Opening Speeches: the speeches are read in alphabetical order. 

- Moderated caucus: an informal debate where delegations are free to speak when the 

chair recognizes them. 

- Speaker’s list: a formal debate with a list of speakers previously established. 

- Motion to read working papers/press releases: heads of block read the resolutions 

given during the debate. 

- Motion to close session: to end the session previously established.  

 

2. Introduction to topic 1: Excessive use of force against peaceful protesters in 

Belarus  

2.1.     Theoretical framework  

Red Army: It was the Soviet Republic military forces, specifically created for the 

Bolshevik regime around 1918.  It’s purpose was defending the regime during the Russian 

Civil War.  

The Treaty of Riga: Ending the Russo-Polish war, this treaty established borders 

between these two countries, giving each part of Belarus, at the time Belorussia, and Ukraine.  

Referendum: Vote in which members of a country or certain area are asked their 

opinion regarding a decision of an important political or social question.  

Charter-97: Initially created to demand respect for the democracy previously 

established and human rights. Nowadays, it’s considered the biggest human rights news site 

for Belarusians.  
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Svetlana Tikhanovskaya: Formal opposition leader in the 2020 Belarusian 

presidential elections. Her popular support for the upcoming elections was around 65% yet 

she obtained less than 12% of the official votes, leading to disagreement among most of the 

population. She has stated there’s been fraud and is currently demanding a democratic 

decision.  

2.1. History of the topic  

Belarus’s current conflict is a result of years of internal disagreements and 

unhappiness in the population of this country.  

In 1919, only one year after Belarus’s independence as a National Republic, the Red 

Army conquered, and therefore established, a communist rule in the nation. The Treaty of 

Riga took place in 1921, dividing the territory between Poland and The Soviet Union; this 

could be called, among other events, the outset of the Belarusian conflict. Around 1930, 

former Soviet dictator, Joseph Stalin, gained full control over the country, purging everyone 

with a different political or moral opinion than his own and resulting in the execution of more 

than 100,000 people (a number that would later be tripled with World War II). During the 

great war Germany fully invaded Belarus, implementing on the territory several executing 

and torturing methods such as concentration camps. However, in 1944, all German practices 

were driven away from the country by The Soviet Red Army. In addition, they merged the 

Polish part of the country only to leave the Soviet one.     

 The country's stability was lost in 1986 when its agricultural lands and people were 

seriously affected due to Chernobyl’s nuclear explosion in a neighboring town in Ukraine. 

Furthermore, the people's urge for independence emerged after the deterioration of the Soviet 

Union, in addition to the discovery of some information regarding tombs victims from 

Stalin’s great purge. Around 1991 the Soviet Union completely fell, bringing on the 

independence of Belarus along with the adoption of the name the Republic of Belarus. In 
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1994 the new constitution, involving the presidency, was approved. Consequently, the first 

presidential elections were held. Alexander Lukashenko won as a pro-Moscow politician, 

with the expectations and promises to fight corruption and renew close ties with Russia.  

After this, Belarus had found true freedom. For instance, in 1995 the first referendum 

was held stating that the Russian language should have an equal status as the Belarusian. It 

also took care of the establishment of a new flag, a new national emblem for the Republic and 

some interrogations with the Russian Federation regarding both economic and cultural 

aspects. Besides, in 1996 Lukashenko signed an agreement creating an economic union with 

this same federation and expanded his presidency term.  

Nevertheless, and despite the treaties and freedom the country had felt, it all started to 

go downhill. The pro-democracy opposition against Lukashenko, also known as the Charter-

97 manifesto, was created in 1997. In the 2001 elections, Lukashenko was undemocratically 

re-elected for his second term which led the opposition to gain followers. A year later, Russia 

proposed a tighter union under their constitution, yet Lukashenko rejected them, breaking his 

promise and campaign to grow closer to that country. Additionally, in 2004 not only did the 

Council of Europe denounce human rights abuses by the authorities, but a referendum was 

approved allowing the president to have more than two terms. Consequently, the opposition 

failed to win a seat in the parliamentary elections causing the rise of street protests 

demanding both free and fair voting. By the 2006 elections, Lukashenko was once again 

declared winner, provoking several manifestations by the opposition which led to the arrest of 

several of them. In 2007, Belarus tried to gain a seat on the UN Human Rights Council yet 

due to credibility it failed in the process.  

On the other hand, in 2008 the US Ambassador left Belarus indefinitely after being 

asked to do so by the government. Additionally, not only did Belarus withdraw its 

ambassador from Washington but expelled 11 US diplomats from the country after the US 
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denied the accusation, which stated that their diplomats recruited citizens as spies and 

criticized their human rights record. Moreover, in this same year, the parliament passed a law 

that forced journalists and private media channels to restrict online reporting. Finally, the EU 

lifted the previously established travel prohibition on President Alexander expecting and 

encouraging a democratic reform. However, it didn’t fulfill its purpose as in the 2010 

elections he won again undemocratically, leading to the re-establishment of his travel ban.  

Due to an everlasting tension between Russia and Belarus, in 2010 a dispute about the 

oil supplies and gas transit started. Belarus threatened to cut electricity supply from the 

Russian Baltic enclave of Kaliningrad, ordering a shutdown of the transit of Russian gas.  

The 2010 reelection notably disturbed the opposition, resulting in massive protests in 

Minsk, which led to around 600 arrests by the force. Meanwhile, the opposition leader, 

Andrey Sannikau, was sentenced to prison as he was responsible for the organization of the 

last protests. Moreover, after the official value of the rouble currency was cut off by half, 

Belarus had no option but to ask for a loan over a balance of payment crisis, leading to the 

arrest of hundreds of people for being part of the nationwide anti-government protests.  

Around 2012 a new law was approved restricting access to foreign websites, forcing 

internet places and clubs to report users visiting abroad sites. Consequently, Belarus was 

named Enemy of the internet. In this same year, Lukashenko expelled the Swedish 

ambassador and dismissed the air defense after they were promoting human-rights by 

dropping teddy bears with pro-democracy messages. By the time the 2015 elections were 

held, no opposition candidates were allowed to run which explains why President 

Lukashenko won again. However, in 2016 what seemed impossible happened: two opposition 

candidates won seats as part of the parliamentary elections.  

 IIn 2018 Lukashenko dismissed the prime minister along with other key ministers, meaning 

the rest of the government had no other option than to follow his opinions. Finally, just last 
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month, mass protest rose again after the 2020 presidential election results had officially given 

President Lukashenko 80% of the votes.  

3. Topic 1  

3.1.1. Current Situation  

“The current crisis can only be resolved by the Belarusian people through a broad-

based, inclusive dialogue, which should start immediately in the interest of stability.”   - The 

United Nations Chief on September 11, 2020.  

As a consequence of the previous presidential elections held in Belarus, where the 

official results declared Alexander Lukashenko as the elected leader holding around 80% of 

the votes, manifestations carried by the opposition began to emanate. Not only does this 

affect Belarus’s inhabitants but also the EU, the US, and even the UN, all demonstrating 

interest and concern regarding the current circumstances.  

On August 14th, a video statement was released where the opposition icon, Svetlana 

Tikhanovskaya, assured the majority of votes balloted in were in favor of her mandate. In 

fact, she affirms: “support for me ranged from 60 to 70 percent” meaning if the votes had 

been counted honestly, she should’ve been declared president. Additionally, outside sources 

guarantee the elections were rigged, yet nothing has been officially declared. Due to this 

democratic breach, protests have emerged around the country, mainly centered through its 

capital, Minsk.  

The massive gatherings of opposition followers demanding the step down of 

Lukashenko from his undemocratic leadership. As BBC News stated, it is “by f ar the biggest 

opposition protests of his rule”, with around 100,000 people demonstrating their 

dissatisfaction for more than 50 days. These protesters follow and respect the ideals of 

Tikhanovskaya, who firmly believes in the principle of non- violence. “We’ve always said 
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that we can only use legal, nonviolent ways to defend our choice” she explained in her 

statement video, along with her request for power negotiation.   

Despite the efforts of the opposition to remain peaceful in such disclosures against the 

official government, authorities have taken advantage of their power, neglecting their 

people’s human rights. The Omon, also known as riot police, has been brutally managing the 

crowds. Mass arrests, tear gas attacks and cruelty against the elderly have also taken place 

during this political crackdown. There were around 7,000 people detained just in the week 

following the elections, and this value has been escalating ever since.  

 IIn spite of these actions, Yuri Karayev, Belarus Internal Affairs Minister, defended the 

security forces by saying: "They talk about the brutality of the Belarusian police, and I want 

to say this: there are no more humane, restrained and cool-headed police anywhere in the 

world." 

  

3.2. International Response  

Succeeding the inauguration of Lukashenko’s new presidential term, many 

governments have stated their opinion regarding not only the political aspects of the moment, 

but the protests against the president. Different sources have revealed the position these 

nations have regarding the overall situation. 

 

Russia: Russian president, Vladimir Putin, remains Mr. Lukashenko's main ally 

despite the troubling circumstances inside Belarus. Russia has shown its complete support to 

the Belorussian government and has promised to provide aid and security assistance if the 

crisis continues to escalate.  
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France: The French government has strong opinions regarding Mr. Lukashenko. 

President Emmanuel Macron has offered to help mediate matters and expressed its support 

for the people's movement. His point of view is clear: “We are witnessing a power crisis in 

Belarus with an authoritarian administration that is not able to accept the logic of 

democracy,”, “It is clear that Lukashenko must go.” he announced to Le Journal du 

Dimanche on September 27th of this same year.  

 

European Union: The EU does not recognize Alexander Lukashenko as the 

legitimate leader of Belarus. It has threatened to impose sanctions against him but has 

abstained from it to the date. 

 

United Kingdom: The UK has voiced its disapproval of Lukashenko's regime. It has 

imposed sanctions, alongside Canada, towards 8 officials from the Belorussian government 

including President Lukashenko himself. 

 

United Nations: The United Nations has been thoroughly involved in the ongoing 

crisis. The UN chief has voiced its concern regarding the use of force against protesters. UN 

officials have been monitoring the actions taken against the people with the intent of ensuring 

the protection of human rights and avoiding torture and mistreatment. 

 

4. Future Situation  

The protesters are determined to make a change in Belarus. This means, they probably 

won’t stop peacefully protesting until actions are taken. The optimal outcome for the people 

of Belarus would consist of the step down of Mr. Alexander Lukashenko and his replacement 

by one of the opposition leaders who are currently detained.  
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Since allegations have been made against Lukashenko, it is highly likely that further 

sanctions will be imposed by various entities. The sanctions already placed insisted that he 

was responsible for a series of alleged human rights violations. If no progress is made soon 

enough to ameliorate the situation, it is to be expected that outside authorities will act upon 

this.  

 

5. Useful questions for delegates 

1. How has the conflict progressed up to date?  

2. Has your country established any past or ongoing alliances with Belarus? 

3. Does your delegation support Lukashenko's regime or the opposition's ideals? 

4. What involvement has your country had in the situation? 

5. Has your delegation faced politically motivated protests before?  

 

6. Useful Links  

- https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2020/09/03/490001/belarus-

fight-democratic-future/ 

- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54044750 

- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

54338173?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c40rjmqdq78t/belarus

&link_location=live-reporting-story 

- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

54338173?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c40rjmqdq78t/belarus

&link_location=live-reporting-story 

- https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-elections-crackdown-tsikhanouskaya-

statement/30783931.html 
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- https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/09/1072202 
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