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1.         Welcoming letter 

Dear delegates, 

 First and foremost: Welcome to MSMUN 2021, we are thrilled to have you here with 

us in ECOSOC. We hope this committee will be a space for growing and discussing your 

ideas, investigative and critical-analytical skills as well as a place to mature as a people and 

future leaders. 

 In a rapidly advancing world there are millions of problems appearing seemingly out 

of nowhere: a single mistake may cost huge effects in the global economy. But while many 

stand by and watch the world burn, feeling helpless and waiting for their doom, people like 

you or us, delegates, decided to step forward and make a change, accepting our 

responsibilities as global citizens and willing to play a much bigger role in the future.   

 We hope you study thoroughly this topic and learn a lot. We are excited to see the 

results that will come from your very much expected dedication and hard work.  

Finally, remember that, as presidents, we are ready to solve any concerns that arise in 

relation to this event. Don’t ever hesitate to ask us for advice regarding your proper 

preparation. 

Welcome to ECOSOC! 

 

Juanita Arenas  

Isabella Botero  

ECOSOC Presidents 

 

 

 

 



 

2.        Economic and Social committee  

2.1       History 

The ECOSOC committee was established in 1945 by the United Nations in its charter 

and became one of the six principal organs in the UN. This organ became a fundamental 

platform to direct and coordinate economic, social, humanitarian, and cultural issues around 

the world as it is the UN’s largest and most complex subsidiary body. ECOSOC became 

responsible for monitoring the results of major United Nations conferences and summits. 

Mid-1990s the UN Charter allowed ECOSOC to grant consultative status to NGOs and it has 

been this way ever since; in fact, in the early 21st century more than 2,500 NGOs were 

granted consultative status. The Economic and Social Council is currently made up of 54 

members of the United Nations elected by the general assembly, each year 18 members are 

elected for a period of three years (with the opportunity to be re-elected in subsequent years). 

 

2.2       Objective 

The Economic and Social Council is part of the nucleus of the system of the United Nations, 

which aims to materialize and promote sustainable development, 

mainly in three areas: social, economic, and environmental. This council is in charge 

policy coordination, review and dialogue, as well as the implementation of the 

development goals agreed at the international level, in conjunction with alliances 

established between governments, companies, civil societies, parliaments, organizations 

international and philanthropic institutions. 

 

3.       Topic:   Discussing possible regulations regarding mandatory internet access 

provided by governments worldwide  

 



 

3.1       Theoretical framework  

1. World Wide Web: Colloquially referred to as ‘The web’ is the information 

system where web resources and documents are identified by resource 

locators, where interconnected public web pages are accessible over the 

internet. 

 

2. Global Internet usage: The measurement of the number of people using the 

internet worldwide.  

 

3. Digital divide: Socio-economic division that refers to the gap between 

regions, demographics or social classes that don’t have access to technology, 

information and communications, and those that do. As a result of this, certain 

groups of people have high levels of digital illiteracy and lack of overall 

knowledge.  

 

4. The International Telecommunication Union: United Nations agency 

specialized in and responsible for matters related to information and 

communication technologies. Its purpose is to coordinate telecommunication 

services and operations in the international community. 

 

5. Internet service provider (ISP): The term for a company that provides 

internet access usually from a computer, these companies usually offer web 

hosting, domain registration, email services and browser packages. An ISP can 

be commercial, community-owned or non-profit.  

 



 

6. Proxy: Is a server that provides a gateway between users and the internet. It 

acts as an intermediary between a client and a providing server.  

 

7. Virtual education: An environment where learning is from afar (teachers and 

students are separated). Usually the methods used are Interned multimedia 

resources and videoconferencing.  

 

8. Broadband Universal Service: Refers to government efforts to ensure all 

citizens have access to the internet. 

 

3.2       Topic’s history  

Internet, a fundamental tool for internationalization, career planning, research,  

innovative learning, e-commerce and communication. It may seem that almost everyone has 

internet access, but there is a shocking number of families that have a weak or no connection 

at all. 

It all started in 1960, when the email was created and used for the first time online. In 

the following years, more specifically 1970 and 1982, file sharing and the Transmission 

Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) were invented. Nevertheless, it was the creation 

of the World Wide Web in 1989 that revolutionized communication history. In the year 2000, 

around half of the United States was using the internet, while it did not have much influence 

in the other parts of the world. Taking into account that the US is a first-world country, it is 

easier for its citizens to have access to this platform as there is a lower poverty rate. It was 

only in 2017 that half of the world population was connected, therefore, the other half wasn’t 

because they did not have the opportunity to do so. According to Our World in Data 

Organization, “in richer countries more than two thirds of the population are typically online” 



 

(Roser, Ritchie, Ortiz-Ospina, 2015). This is why countries such as Niger, Zambia, and 

Kenya had (and still have) a small percentage of people connected.  

Even though this is not a common thought, there is also a racial gap when it comes to 

internet access. As demonstrated by Lynch (2017), “Eighty-eight percent of White 

households and 92% of Asian households with school-age children have high-speed internet 

access. On the other hand, only 72% of Black and Hispanic households with school-age 

children have high-speed internet access.” 72% is still a high number, but there should not be 

such a difference between races regarding internet access and reliability. Black and Hispanic 

students have a lower score on standardized tests and are less likely to earn a college degree 

compared to students that belong to wealthier families. An unstable internet is making the 

inequality gap wider, receiving the name of: “digital divide”. That is exactly why in the very 

last years, an international controversial debate was started in order to determine whether the 

internet becomes a fundamental right or not. Key elements that have the internet as a right 

include the access to online media, an equitable access to the means of communication, freely 

exploring online information, among others. However, not all the nations around the world 

have the necessary infrastructure and financial resources to implement it.  

In a few words, the Internet has become an indispensable part of our lives, and not having 

access to it comes with a lot of disadvantages.   

 

3.3       Previously implemented solutions 

Many strategies have been previously implemented in order to provide free internet 

access for all. Many people relied on public WIFI networks in libraries and community 

centers, yet those were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Anyways, with the help of 

worldwide programs and governments, the lack of internet access has been fought. Some of 



 

the strategies implemented were smaller than others, but they all worked in their own way. 

The following are examples of some: 

 

a. “Internet for All” Resolution: It establishes and facilitates physical and digital 

platforms at the global, regional, and national level to create more internet 

users. Their main objective is to expand affordable internet access. This 

project has created a global community of over 50 leading organizations from 

the governments and businesses around the world to be part of the Internet for 

All committee. They have installed programs in countries such as Rwanda, 

Jordan, Argentina, Uganda, and South Africa creating millions of new internet 

users. (Gonzalez et al., 2020) 

 

b. The World Bank’s offer: This organization has generated significant progress 

in developing countries by helping governments and companies to implement 

reforms in their sectors. They have developed broadband technology in low-

income and fragile states through donations, investment in digital 

infrastructure, and providing technical assistance with the help of different 

corporations. (The World Bank, 2021) 

 

c. Free WIFI on school buses: Some schools are now providing free internet 

access in their buses for students to complete their homeworks during the 

journey. (Lynch, 2017) 

 

d. Installing antennas on rooftops: Libraries such as The Brooklyn Library system 

Morrone have installed antennas on building rooftops in order to extend their 



 

WIFI signals into public spaces and homes where there is no good internet 

connection. (Stewart, 2020) 

 

e. Access from AT&T: Program created by AT&T, an American multinational 

company that provides broadband connection. During the pandemic, they 

established a new project in which affordable internet is offered. It includes a 

free-installation and in-home WIFI, and it has no annual contract nor deposit. 

(American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 2021) 

 

f. Keep Americans Connected: The FCC (Federal Communications 

Commission) established the Keep Americans Connected pledge to ensure that 

the US citizens did not lose their broadband or telephone connectivity. More 

than 800 companies and associations signed the pledge agreeing to: 

1. Not terminate service to any residential or small business customers 

because of their inability to pay their bills due to the disruptions caused 

by the coronavirus pandemic; 

2. Waive any late fees that any residential or small business customers 

incur because of their economic circumstances related to the 

coronavirus pandemic; and 

3. Open their WI-FI hotspots to any American who needs them.  

(FCC, 2020) 

 

3.4       Current Situation 

Statistics done by Statista (2021) reported that in January from this year there were 

around 4.660 million active internet users worldwide, which is equivalent to 60% of the 



 

global population. This means that the remaining 40% have no access to the internet, and 

have been negatively affected by this, especially during the lockdown of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The epidemic changed everyone’s way of living in different aspects in a very short 

time frame.  

            The Internet has become one of the most important things nowadays. Due to the 

global lockdown, students were not able to go to school as they usually did in order to 

prevent the transmission of the virus. Education could not stop, since it is a key to grow, 

develop, and become better citizens. Nevertheless, everyone kept studying (or working) from 

home depending completely on the internet. But what would happened with those who did 

not have access to it? Having a slow or unreliable connection led students to a bad academic 

performance. According to Lynch (2017), “up to 70% of teachers assign homework that 

requires the use of the internet.” Those who do not have access to it are falling behind, or 

might be spending a long time looking for free WIFI access. If there was a strong necessity of 

the internet back in 2017, imagine how stronger it became nowadays. As demonstrated by 

UNICEF (2020), “nearly a quarter of a billion students worldwide are still affected by 

COVID-19 school closures, forcing hundreds of millions of students to rely on virtual 

learning. For those with no internet access, education can be out of reach.” As mentioned 

before, the lack of internet access has been a problem even before the pandemic, but between 

2020 and 2021 the situation has become even worse. There is still a large cohort of young 

people who need to learn foundational, transferable, digital, job-specific, and entrepreneurial 

skills to compete in the 21st century economy.  

For those people who do have access to the internet, the screen latency has increased 

from three to four times as much as before the pandemic. Having a full virtual job or taking 

online virtual classes everyday has impacted adults and children in a negative way as well. A 

high screen time can lead to sleep problems, chronic neck and back pain, depression and 



 

anxiety. Recognizing the importance of this tool, it is key to use it as long as people self-

regulate themselves and do not abuse its use. That is why hybrid models are a good 

alternative, since people can either connect virtually or attend in-person. 

It is important to take into account that not every job can be done virtually. Domestic 

workers, builders, farmers, drivers, waiters, nurses, and most doctors are examples of jobs 

that cannot be done through teleworking as they require interaction with people and leaving 

home to make some income. Those who worked at the health field were committed to keep 

on duty even though there was a virus going around. Their responsibility was to take care of 

those who got infected and save lives, which made it imperative for them to get out of their 

homes. However, other jobs such as the ones that were mentioned before had to be stopped; it 

was very risky to expose themselves during the high spread of the virus. Informal and blue 

collar workers were most affected since teleworking was not possible for them. That is 

exactly why the COVID-19 pandemic had a bigger negative impact in lower social classes 

increasing the poverty rate.  

The unemployment gender gap expanded, as most of the directive jobs are done by 

men, while social service jobs are usually done by women. Female’s opportunities to work 

decreased more than male’s, and this is reflected in the high unemployment rate worldwide. 

Even though least developed and developing countries were the most affected by the digital 

divide, developed nations had a low internet access as well for many people (Zarrilli & 

Luomaranta, 2021). In the United States of America, more than 6% of the population have a 

low-speed connection. “In Australia, the figure is 13%. Even in the world’s richest countries, 

the web can’t keep everyone connected.” (Broom, 2020). If it has been a problem for first-

world countries, it is way a bigger problem for third-world countries. The most affected 

continent is Africa, with less than a quarter of the population with internet access in most of 

its countries. 73/127 governments are using online platforms to keep up with a stable 



 

education while the schools and universities are closed (Gordine, 2020). According to 

UNICEF (2020), “in reporting countries across Latin America and the Caribbean region 90 

percent of government continuity learning responses include online platforms.” This 

demonstrates that these zones have handled the situation in an appropriate way.  

Finally, the digital divide has affected every nation in the world as well as the 

unemployment gender gap. Informal workers were the most affected group of people, and the 

global poverty rate increased dramatically, just as the unemployment rate (Economic 

Development, 2021). Students that do not have access to the internet can get behind and are 

likely to have a bad academic performance. The Internet has become indispensable in our 

everyday lives, and the COVID-19 pandemic definitely proves that.  

 

3.5       Nation’s pronouncements towards the topic 

Noticeable efforts have been shown by the international community when it comes to 

broadband internet service.  

In Europe, Switzerland was the first country to come forward with broadband 

universal service in January 2008. Spain and Finland also guarantee this service. The UK 

recently announced a universal service obligation of 10Mbps for every home in Britain.  

 The federal government of the United States is currently focusing on a 2020 

legislative session that has the purpose of allowing internet data to be transmitted as 

universally as possible. This is called the 2020 Broadband Legislation. Thirty-four states 

enacted legislation or adopted resolutions. All of this with the purpose of funding rural and 

underserved education, creating smart communities and promoting digital literacy. (NCSL, 

2021) 

 There have also been discussions regarding whether Internet access is a citizen’s legal 

right, by nations such as Estonia, for it enacted the new Telecommunications Act in the year 



 

2000, specifically in article 5 “ The set of telecommunications services specified in 

subsection (1) of this section comprises: 2) Internet service which universally available to all 

subscribers regardless of their geographical location, at a uniform price” 

(Telecommunications Act, 2000). Greece, amended article 5A, paragraph two of its 

constitution, where it now says “2. All persons have the right to participate in the Information 

Society. Facilitation of access to electronically transmitted information, as well as of the 

production, exchange and diffusion thereof, constitutes an obligation of the State, always in 

observance of the guarantees of articles 9, 9A and 19.” (Constitution of Greece, 2008)  

 A legal stand has also been taken into account by France, Spain, Finland, Costa Rica 

and the European Union in efforts to establish access to the internet as a right.  

While some countries show progress in terms of globalization and communication 

internationally, nations such as the People’s Republic of China continue to do the opposite, 

for The Chinese government is keen to keep their ‘Cyber Sovereignty’, a point of view that 

keeps the Chinese life offline, due to the internet being an extension of the physical world. 

The government is in no way opposed to a digital and technologically driven nation, in fact, it 

strives for its economy to be developed in the area; however, all intentions must be followed 

inside China, which is why censorship is promoted in the nation and World Wide internet 

access is restricted (Mingli Shi, 2019) 

 

4.         Future situation  

What is projected for the future is to come to the agreement of whether internet access is a 

human right or not.  

 In the case that it is considered one, this right would be added to the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, this means, each nation would have to come up with new 

regulations for the implementation of broadband internet services. Consequently, advances in 



 

telecommunication, virtual education, virtual workplaces, and telemedicine will be seen 

particularly in economically developed countries.  

 As for developing countries, it is projected that these regulations will progress at a 

slower rate, considering priorities regarding the nations’ development and economic 

resources. However, a universal solution is expected, which is why funding aids from more 

economically developed countries, NGO’s and the United Nations are suggested in order to 

successfully achieve worldwide development.  

  Achieving these goals will provide the international community with progress in its 

globalization, in addition, worldwide communication will be more efficient, and advances in 

innovation, education, and literacy will be evident in the near future.  

  

5.        Useful questions for the delegate  

1. Does your delegation support the idea of having the internet as a fundamental human 

right? 

2. Approximately, how many people in your country have access to the internet, and 

which areas have the most availability of this tool? 

3. Does your country have the necessary infrastructure and monetary resources to 

provide free internet for all?  

4. How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your country taking into account that 

education and work were (and some of them still are) done through teleconferencing? 

5. Is the internet offered in your country provided by private enterprises or by the same 

government?  

6. Which strategies has your country’s government implemented in order to keep up a 

good education in areas where there is no WIFI? 



 

 

6.         QARMAS  

1. What possible changes to your nation’s constitution can be made in order to ensure 

that the government provides subsidies regarding this service? 

2. Which legislation could be used or modified to provide broadband services? 

3. Is there a possible act to be developed that includes low Income countries and the 

whole international community when it comes to this issue?  

4. Should internet access be considered a human right?  

5. Does your nation consider a redistribution of funding towards  mandatory internet 

access provided by governments worldwide necessary? 

6. How can developing and low income countries be included in a possible solution? 

 

7.         Useful links  

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=499IbhoBeKE  

- https://muninetworks.org/content/federal-government-devotes-billions-internet-access  

- https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2546&context=ulj  

- https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2016/a-policy-framework-for-enabling-

internet-access/  

- https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/internet-access-fundamental-right-

supreme-court-makes-official-article-19-explained-1635662-2020-01-10 

- https://ourworldindata.org/internet#citation 

- https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Internet_for_All_4_pager.pdf 
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