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1. Welcoming letter  

Dear delegates,  

 

It is an honor for us, Valentina Sandoval Abdalla and Elena Estrada Fernández, to be  

presiding over the United Nations Security Council this year. This is the first time either of us  

will be part of the chair, so we are looking forward with joy to lead such an interesting commission. Once 

upon a time, we were just where you are now; joining a MUN. This is the first step of many that you can 

take to become aware, responsible, and proactive citizens, not only of our country, but of the entire world. 

We know beginnings are scary, and we know that venturing into this world is a challenge, but challenges 

are what shape our character and make us better, and this opportunity is all about getting better, bigger, 

brighter. We are in this together, you delegates, and us chair, to make this committee successful. We trust 

you to be engaged, responsible, and to enjoy this experience, just as you can trust us to help you every step 

of the way. It is important to remember that no question is a silly question, doubts are not setbacks, and 

fear should only be the fuel for improvement, not a self-imposed chain. We want you to know that it is 

okay to make mistakes, ask questions, and to not be sure of things; that is why we are here. You delegates 

are the stars and the heart of this, and it is because of people like you that all the effort and preparation put 

into this is worthy.  

As American author and poet Suzy Kassem said, “To become a true global citizen, one  

must abandon all notions of otherness and embrace togetherness”. Even though Sudan is a  

country far away, the situation they are going through concerns us as individuals and as  
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humanity. It might seem pointless, but proposing peaceful big scale solutions to humanitarian and political 

situations such as this helps us to put forth practices that will make each of us better people, well-founded 

on this principle of “togetherness”, which is just what the world needs now more than ever.  

We hope this internal model will push you and inspire you to make MUNs part of your  

life. Believe us, it really does make a difference!  

Yours truly,  

Valentina Sandoval Abdalla and Elena Estrada Fernández.  
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2. Important commission information.  

2.1. History and purpose of the commission.  

The United Nations Security Council was founded on October 24th, 1945, after the UN charter 

was ratified. This charter was signed by 51 countries in San Francisco, United States, that year, in order 

to agree to a more unified, diplomatic, and peaceful world, where international cooperation would be the 

pillar. The UNSC is one of the six main organs of the United Nations, and has permanent settlement at the 

UN headquarters in the city of New York. The first sessions took place in January 17th of 1946 in London.  

One of the main characteristics of the UNSC is that since the San Francisco Conference, it was 

agreed that the countries that won World War II (which was the main reason why the UN was founded), 

would have what is known as “veto power”, a privilege in which they can debunk resolutions. 

Furthermore, it is the only institution within the UN that can submit completely legally binding resolutions 

to its members, and due to this it has a very important role for international relations amongst nations. 

During the Cold War, a series of proxy wars and political tension between the Soviet Union (now Russia) 

and the United States took place. Since both countries were, and still are, permanent members and veto 

powers of the UNSC, it was very difficult to pass resolutions, as most of the times they were vetoed by 

the opposing country. Due to this, the council kept on functioning, although inefficiently, in order to 

maintain international peace and security. This, of course, is the main purpose of the organization, by 

determining any threat to peace, act of aggression, or tension, that could escalate into conflict. The 

measures taken include aid in settling issues, direct measures to enforce security, economic sanctions, 
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military actions, diplomatic sanctions, etc. In line with this purpose, the council installs UN Peacekeeping 

Operations (known as “blue helmets”) in affected areas around the globe, as well as Special Political 

Missions. It also tries to promote friendly relationships among countries, protecting human rights and the 

self-determination of peoples, always aiming towards international cooperation. The council can also grant 

jurisdiction to the International Court of Justice to act within any territory where it deems it necessary.  

 

2.2. Committee performance  

After World War II, the Allied Powers (the faction that won the war) were appointed  

permanent members of the council, as back then they were the most powerful, both politically  

and economically, nations of the world. These countries were: The United States of America,  

Russia (formerly the Soviet Union), France, the United Kingdom, and the People’s Republic of China. 

These members have “veto power”. Additionally, there are 10 non-permanent members, that are chosen by 

the General Assembly for a period of two years (they are not re-eligible for a second consecutive term). 

These go as follows: 3 representatives for Africa, 2 representatives for Asia, 2 representatives for Latin 

America, 2 representatives for Western Europe, and 1 representative for Eastern Europe. This system 

sometimes does not satisfy the needs and points of view of the international community. Other countries, 

if they are involved in the matter discussed, may participate in the debates and give their opinions, but they 

don’t have the right to vote.  

The UNSC treats the majority of intention matters such as terrorist threats, nuclear  

warfare, violent extremism, peacekeeping operations, the violation of human rights, among  
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others. As the council has been losing its effectiveness, many consider that a reformation is necessary, 

especially in regards to the under-representation within the committee.  

Voting process: a 3/5 quorum is necessary to decide. This means that at least 9 positive votes are 

needed. This type of voting, called procedural voting, does not consider the veto, as it has to do with 

procedural decisions of the commission (meaning how it functions). On the other hand, constitutional 

voting (the substantial decisions taken by the council), does consider the 5 vetoes (the countries with this 

power can make a resolution not pass just by vetoing it).  
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3. Introduction to the topic: Measures to stabilize the ongoing humanitarian and political 

conflict in Sudan as a result of the fallout of Omar Al-Bashir’s regime to establish a civilian 

rule.  

3.1. Overview of Sudan  

Sudan is a country located in the North of Africa. In 2011, it split into Sudan (Muslim), and South 

Sudan (Christian). It borders the Red Sea, Egypt, Chad, Libya, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and the 

Central African Republic. It has a population of about 43 million people as of 2018, and its capital is 

Khartoum. Around 70% of the people are Sudanese Arabs, and the rest descend from African tribes.  

Islamic-oriented military regimes have dominated the politics of Sudan ever since the country got 

its independence from Egypt and England in 1956. The rest of the 20thcentury was sunk in civil wars, that 

have their origins in the religious and political discrepancies between the north (Muslim Arabs) and the 

south of Sudan (Christian blacks). Between 2002 and 2004 several peace accords were signed, and in 2005 

the North/South Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) was signed, giving autonomy to the southerners 

for 6 years, after which an independence referendum would be carried out. That year in January, the 

referendum took place, favoring the independence of the country, that was granted on 9 July 2011. 

Nonetheless, ever since 2012, both countries have failed to implement proper security and economic 

agreements in order to normalize their relations.              
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In April 2019, a coup d’état ended the 30-year dictatorship of president Omar Al-Bashir, and since 

May, a transitional military government took power. In this moment, a very delicate humanitarian crisis 

is affecting over 1 million people are being affected. Another thing to consider is that in 2003, a conflict 

in Darfur (a region in western Sudan) displaced about 2 million people, and as of today, there are about 

1.8 internally displaced people in Sudan.  

As of now, the fight between the government and the people has subsided in some measure, but 

banditry and inter-tribal conflicts are strong because of the weak law. Ever since 2007, a UN peace-

keeping operation, joint to the African Union, has taken place in Darfur, but it has failed to address 

insecurity, in part due to the fact that they are targeted by violence. The country has also received refugees 

from neighboring countries, but because of government and militia denial, these populations have not been 

able treceive humanitarian aid. 

Map of Sudan 
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3.2. Important concepts 

Military rule: it is a political regime in which the military hold the political power. It is a type of 

authoritarian regime. Such happen mostly in countries that are part of the developing world. It is the type 

of government Omar Al-Bashir led, and the one that is still going on right now.  

Civilian rule: it is a type of government in which citizens have the liberty to choose their leaders, backed 

by a constitution. The idea would be to achieve the installment of one in the nation, transitioning from a 

military rule to a democracy.  

Democracy: it is a type of government in which the power is vested in the people. Anyone of age can be 

chosen and can choose their representatives. It is the opposite of a dictatorship, in which a person or party 

takes over the government by force, against the people’s wishes.  

Sovereignty: it is the power a country has to control its own government and make its own  

decisions without external influence. It is important to define this to understand the boundaries and 

limitations the Un might have when intervening in a foreign country.  

 

Coup d’état: is a violent and sudden overthrown of an existing government performed by a group of 

citizens; it’s considered an illegal seize of power.  
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3.3. Background situation  

History of Sudan:  

In ancient times, northern Sudan was called the kingdom of Nubia, which was ruled by the 

Egyptians after 2600 B.C. This led to the flourishing of Kush, a civilization that thrived until 350 A.D. 

The kingdom was converted into Christianity due to missionaries in the 6th century, but Muslim Arabs 

took over the region as they conquered the trade routes along Egypt, making Islam the most-practiced 

religion. During the XVIc, black people called the Funj took over a great part of Sudan, and other black 

African tribes settled south. Sudan was conquered again by the Egyptians in 1874, and after the latter were 

occupied by the United Kingdom, the British Empire took over Sudan in the year 1898, ruling it alongside 

Egypt until 1955. During the XX century, nationalism grew in the country; in 1953, Sudan was granted 

self-government, and in 1956 independence was proclaimed. Ever since then, the country has been ruled 

by unstable parliamentary governments and military regimes.  

In 1983, fundamentalist Islamic law was installed, under the rule of Maj. Gen. Gaafar Mohamed 

Nimeiri, increasing the tension between the Muslim north and the Christian south. This, plus racial, ethnic, 

political and linguistic differences led to the eruption of a civil war in Sudan, in which the National Islamic 

Front (NIF), a political party, and southern rebels, such as the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 

partook in violations against civil rights, religious persecutions, and the increase of terrorists seeking safe 

havens in the country. This prompted the UN to impose sanctions on the country in 1995. In 1998, the 

United States launched missiles against a pharmaceutical facility in Khartoum, under the claim that it 

manufactured chemical weapons, financed by Islamic extremist Osama Bin Laden. 



 

 12 

3.3.1. Topic ́s history 

 The current Republic of Sudan was granted its independence in 1956 by Egypt and Britain. Ismail 

al-Azhari was elected as the first prime minister of the independent Sudan. However, the liberal democratic 

state quickly fell under an authoritarian state due to the unstable and poorly organized parliament and 

political parties. Since then, the history of Sudan has been characterized by unstable governments, which 

multiple times raised to power through coup d’états. and civil wars between the north and south of the 

country. The north has always been characterized by a Muslim majority while the south has always been 

characterized by Christians and African animists, as a result of the historical invasions made in the area. 

The first civil war inside the country started in 1955and was ended in 1972. Given the fact that the 

government was settled in the Arab north the current military regime of the time instituted the Islamic Law 

in 1983, causing a revolt between ideologies and ethnicities in the whole country and leading it into a 

second civil war. In this war fought Omar al-Baghir alongside the National Islamic Front (NIF) against the 

Sudanese The People's Liberation Army (SPLM) and its political party the Sudanese People’s Liberation 

Movement (SPLM). In 1985, through a bloodless coup d’état the former president Gaafar Nimeiry was 

overthrown. Nevertheless, instability and war continued and led to the coup d’état of 1989 performed by 

the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) for National Salvation and was led by Lieutenant General 

Omar a-Bashir, who seized power.  

The 30-year rule of Bashir that followed was characterized by oppression, war, genocides, 

economic decay and inflation. In August 12, 1993, the United States declared Sudan a state sponsor of 

Terrorism, as the Washington Administrations worried about Sudanese government support to groups like 

Abu Nidal Organization (ANO), Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Hamas and Hezbollah.  

Seeing how the SPLA was gaining power and territory in the south, the government decided to 
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create an Arab militia, called the Janjaweed, to fight against their uprising rivals and denied any entry of 

the humanitarian aid offered from the west. Due to the situation in the south, many fled to cities in the north 

of the country or sought for refuge in its south eastern neighbor Ethiopia. The goal of the RCC government 

and al-Bashir was clearly to defeat the SPLA and Islamize southern Sudan. 

Still under al-Bashir’s rule the country transitioned from a military state into an allegedly civilian 

government. Until long years of war, the south and north signed the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 

(CPA) in 2005. The agreement brought an end to the civil war and settled measures to share power, wealth 

and maintaining peace and security in the country. It also stated a separate administration from the two 

hemispheres and laid down an independence referendum for the south, which would be held in six years. 

It also discussed and gave a special status to three conflicted areas in the country, these being Abyei (an oil 

rich region), Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan. However, many argue that these regions where not 

thoroughly or appropriately dealt with. 

Additionally, the Darfur conflict was left unresolved by the parties. The conflict in the  

area started in 2003, when the region’s populations accused the government of discriminating  

against the region and it non-Arab population. The government responded by sending its Arab  

militias (Janjaweed) to fight the rebels in the region. The fight ended in hundreds of deaths and millions 

displaced and forced to leave the country. The International Criminal Court (ICC)  

accused al-Bashir in July 2008 with charges of genocide, war crimes and crimes against  

humanity, and issued an arrest warrant against him. He rejected the charges and never faced trial, and he 

even traveled to Qatar and Egypt when he was warned with being arrested by  
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international forces if he entered into international airspace.  

 

In 2011, South Sudan gained independence from the north and established its own state. In fear of 

losing Abyei’s oil reserves Bashir invaded the region. Consequently, initiating another conflict which 

created a negative international response towards the ruler.  

In 2012, the rebel activity inside Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile states continued; the 

government used brutal force, including tanks and bombardments to defeat the rebels. This resulted in 

millions being displaced internally or being forced to flee the country and seeking for refugee in nearby 

countries like Chad, Egypt and Ethiopia. In June of 2012, protests in Khartoum regarding the public's 

dissatisfaction with the current regime and crumbling economy started. The following presidential 

elections concluded with Omar al-Bashir being reelected under shady conditions and with an international 

disapproval of the unfair elections. In August 2013, the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) were founded by the 

National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS); they are mainly composed of members from the 

Janjaweed militias. Their goal was set to battle rebels in Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.  

 

4. Current situation. 

During December 19 of 2018, the citizens of Atbara in Sudan decided to act and to protest against 

the rising bread and oil prices imposed by Omar al-Bashir. The protest shifted from demands for economic 

reforms regarding living costs inside the country to anti-government rallies calling for the resignation of 

their oppressive leader. Even when the protests were carried on peacefully, al-Bashir responded by enforcing 
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a state of emergency in February 22 of 2019, and detained hundreds of protesters, as well as countering 

violently against them. Additionally, many detainees were brutally tortured. Activists and citizens have 

shown the international public videos in which Sudan’s secret hit squads can be seen using live ammunition 

to kill protesters.  

However, a government spokesperson denies any unprovoked brutal force used against them  

citizens, as it would imply a violation of the Sudanese law and Human Rights.  

Omar al-Bashir also sought to end protest by assuring he would step down from the  

government by April 2020. In April 6, protesters managed to surround the military headquarters,  

and were responded by the security and intelligence forces with arrests and tear gas. However,  

police officers and soldiers supported the cause and called upon a “peaceful transition of power”.  

Finally, on April 11, 2019, after four months of protests, the country’s military ousted al-Bashir 

from power in a coup d’état, after his thirty-year-old rule. Consequently, the military took power, dissolved 

the government, suspended the Constitution, enforced a two-month curfew and declared a state of 

emergency for three months inside the country. However, the protesters are not content with the current 

military state they are facing. They keep on demanding the army in power to give the power back to the 

citizens and allow them to live under a civilian democratic state. The Defense Minister of Sudan, Awad 

Mohamed Ahmed Ibm Auf was the first in power; he is also allegedly a close confidant of al-Bashir, a 

former diplomat and head of Sudan’s military intelligence. He rose to power with promises of improvement 

and a better future and ended up creating more turmoil and isolating all the country from the rest of the 

world by shutting down the internet.  
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One day after the coup (April 12, 2019), Ahmed Awad Ibn Auf resigned his former 

position as minister and was formally substituted by Abel Fattah al-Burhan. On the other  

hand, it is said that facto leader of the country is general Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, also  known as 

Hamedti; the head of the RSF. These paramilitary forces have been called out internationally for 

committing crimes in the past and present; They’re responsible for using brutal violence inside Darfur and 

against protesters in Khartoum. As a result, protests are on-going and the protesters have dared to defy the 

curfew by doing sit-ins on the gates of the military headquarters inside the country’s capital, Khartoum, 

and they even built barricades around the headquarters in June 2019.  

The Sudanese Professional Association (SPA), conformed by a group of doctors and  

other professionals, has played a major role in organizing the peaceful protests before and after  

the Transitional Military Council (TMC) evicted al-Bashir from power. Negotiations between the  

TMC and the opposition named Forces of Freedom and Change (FFC) started and were brought  

to an end in June 3 by the Khartoum massacre from part of the security forces and RSF, resulting  

in the death, rape and injury of hundreds of civilians. On the other hand, the general Dagalo has  

assured that there are impostors posing as members of the RSF.  

Furthermore, the massacre and abuses committed by the RSF inside Darfur, Southern  

Kordan, and Blue Nile continue. On June 10, 2019, the TMC cut off all remaining internet line  

connections and Sudan is close to a near-total restriction of internet. The shutdown has prevented  

citizens and protesters from reporting key and critical information regarding the country’s  
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situation. Additionally, it has made harder for injured protesters to receive appropriate medical  

care. Dagalo has also promised that any civilian or military who violates the law will stand trial.  

After a general strike and national civil disobedience campaign starting in June 9, 2019, and  

ending on the 11th the TMC agreed to free political prisoners and start new negotiations on June  

12. The spokesman for the ruling military council, general Shams Eddin Kabashi admitted  

violations committed by the military when dispersing the protesters during sit-ins, and he assured  

that there are on-going investigations about the event.  

Another ongoing situation that is threatening the rise of democracy in Sudan is  

modern-day slavery. Basically, in 2015 al-Bashir made a treaty to join a coalition to invade  

Yemen and fight a rebellion in the country. This, with the hope of getting a cash injection into  

the decaying Sudanese economy. Instead of doing this, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab  

Emirates (UAE) started courting militia leader, Mohamed Hmdan Dagalo (also known as  

Hemedti), the commander of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), that was supplying the soldiers for  

Yemen.  

Hemedti is looking to take control over Sudan, and since UAE leader Mohammed bin Zayed (MBZ) 

needs Sudanese soldiers to shield his own in the front, he has interests in helping him rise into power, in 

order to keep on supplying soldiers, not only from Darfur, but from all over the country. This way, the 

interest of MBZ can go beyond Yemen, into an overall control of the region. The fact that Sudan is so 

impoverished right now makes the people more susceptible into being recruited as soldiers, especially 
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children and young men. Although right now they are paid for their service, a military rule, especially the 

rise of Hemedti to power, or another military commander, could mean they will no longer be remunerated. 

The most senseless part is that they are being exploited into a regional conflict that doesn’t even have to 

do with the country’s interests, although commanders in Khartoum claim that it is all for the sake of holy 

Muslim cities. The interest of the militia RSF to rise into power has led to the perpetuation of several 

attacks against civilians, as a mean to stop the revolution and stop democracy from taking over.  

Sudan’s current relationship with South Sudan  

The foreign relationship between both countries is basically based on the signed Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement (CPA) of January 9, 2005. This agreement as previously mentioned was the start of the 

finalization of the civil war between the north and south. As for now, their relationship remains stable 

thanks to the CPA with some discrepancies and conflicts regarding disputed areas, and the oil revenues 

(mainly located in the south) that were divided by the established agreement. Regardless of the peace that 

has been partially kept between both countries, both are currently living their own internal conflicts.  

 

4.1 International response 

Countries such as the United States, The United Kingdom, France, Ethiopia and Belgium  

have shown support towards the protesters campaigns and demands for a civilian rule to be  

established and urge for negotiations to continue to accomplish such a goal. Moreover, The UK  
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ambassador Jonatha Allen reminded the Sudanese government it responsibility to protect the  

rights and fundamental freedoms of their citizens; he also recognized the important role women  

have played in the protests.  

Russia’s foreign Ministry has admitted the claims of having trained the Sudanese army  

but assured that they haven’t and weren’t going to aid any suppression or violence against  

protesters. They also denounced the coup d’état against al-Bashir, as it a “forcible,  

unconstitutional change of power” according to Andrei Klishas, chairman of the Federation  

Council’s Constitution State Affairs Committee.  

China a country that has maintained relationships with Sudan since 1959 responded to  

the ousting of the former president al-Bashir by assuring that regardless of how the events  

continue unravelling China will maintain friendly relationships with Sudan.  

The European Union has also expressed their concerns towards the situation and assure  

they are surveilling the progress of the situation and negotiations between the opposition and the  

TMC. The European Union’s foreign policy chief, Federica Mogherini, said, “Only a credible  

and inclusive political process can meet the aspirations of the Sudanese people.”  

Countries such as the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Egypt have shown support  

towards the current military rule and have even backed provided monetary support to the regime.  
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The African Union (AU)  

Has suspended Sudan’s membership and shown disapproval towards the violence and  

abuses that have taken place inside the country. It has also been supporting protesters and  

rejected the maintenance of military control; they have given the TMC three months to organize  

elections in the country.  

 

The United Nations (UN)  

Has expressed concern towards the situations and violence against protesters, as well as  

the attacks inside Darfur, including the raid performed inside the World Food Program’s  

office in south Darfur; it was viewed as a direct violation of the international law.  

The International Criminal Court (ICC)  

Has called for a stop to the violence against Sudanese citizens inside the capital or  

elsewhere in the country. They have also urged the UN Security Council to take advantage of the  

turmoil to bring a long overdue justice to the citizens of Sudan and bring an end to the impunity  

that has been given to accused criminals in the country. Fatou Bensouda, Prosecutor of the ICC  

assures it is time to do justice for Darfur and Sudan.  



 

 21 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s)  

Human Rights Watch  

The organization has called for investigation and monitoring by the UN Human  

Rights Council and an African Union independent investigation regarding the violence and  

abuses performed in Sudan since the on-going protest started last December. They have also  

addressed the internet shutdown and referred to it as a “gross violation of human rights”  

Amnesty International  

Netsanet Belay, Africa Director at Amnesty International, said:  

“This should be a week of celebration in Khartoum, as residents mark the first Eid-al-Fitr since  

the end of Omar al-Bashir’s 30-year reign of terror. Instead, as security forces roamed the streets  

killing and attacking people, the holiday has become a time of fear, shock and grief”.  

Additionally, the organization has reached to the international community and the UN to impose  

sanctions and pressure against the Sudanese government, so it is held responsible for its actions.  

Amnesty has also called for an end to the violent attacks by the RSF and other security  

forces in the country.  
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5. QARMAS and useful questions 

- Has your country ever experienced a similar situation (military regime/dictatorship)?  

- Has your country ever expressed itself in relation to the conflict in Sudan?  

- Is your country going through a similar situation in the present?  

- How has the United Nations intervened in other countries with similar situations in the  

past?  

- What measures have been effective/ineffective in other countries?  

- What is your own country’s political ideology?  

- Is the R2P valid in this case?  

- Does your country have any economic or political interests in Sudan? Has it had them in  

the past?  

- How can international law punish military regimes and war crimes?  

- What violations against human rights are inhibiting the country from peace?  

- What could make the existing peace-keeping operations in Sudan more efficient? 

- What previous resolutions has the UN taken (in other countries) that have helped take down military 

regimes? 
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6. Bibliography and useful links.  

You can use the following links to further understand the landscape of Sudan right now  

and increase your knowledge of it:  

- https://youtu.be/Y20dMayoMGQ  

- https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/30/world/africa/sudan-fast-facts/index.html  

- https://phr.org/resources/intimidation-and-persecution-sudans-attacks-on-peaceful-protest  

ers-and-physicians/  

- https://www.france24.com/en/20190612-un-security-council-strongly-condemns-sudan-v  

iolencehttps://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/sudan-path-democracy-blocked-moder  

n-slavery-pact-190701071559618.html  

- https://www.sudaneseprofessionals.org/en/declaration-of-freedom-and-change/  
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