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Welcoming letter  

Dear delegates,  

 To begin with, we would like to welcome you to MSMUN 2020! We are thrilled to have 

you here with us. We hope that here in the United Nations Security Council you have the 

opportunity to live a fulfilling experience, where you’ll learn to debate about issues of global 

concern and create a leadership profile for the continuity of your lifetime. Here, you all have a 

voice, and we want you to have the confidence to speak up and defend your country’s position. 

Conflicts come in all sizes and backgrounds, and the ones that were chosen for this commission 

are a few of millions present in the world and many may be right around your block. We can 

always do something, and our actions do have an effect on the world, however big or small, but 
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they have an effect nevertheless. Our responsibility as citizens of the world is to play a positive 

role in our conflicted society. Here you will take the first steps towards acquiring the abilities to 

play such a role. We are available for you at all times and willing to accompany you these days of 

debate; you can feel free to come to us if you need any help or guidance throughout this experience. 

Our goal is to make this committee successful, between you delegates and us, the chair. After all, 

that is how society should function, not through individualism, but rather through cooperation. We 

are citizens of today and tomorrow. We are the voices that can demand not only a better future but 

an improved present. It is only a matter of being willing to speak up. You can do it.  

 Best of Luck, your chair, 

Sofia Navas & Isabel Arboleda 

1. Important commission information 

1.1.  History and purpose of the commission 

 The Security Council was founded on October 24th of 1945 in New York. It is one of the six 

main organs of the United Nations, and its job is to ensure International Peace and Security 

through diplomatic relations to avoid escalations of conflict around the globe. The first sessions 

took place on January 17th of 1946 in London. It is composed of 15 members, 5 permanent 

members (China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, and the United States) and 10 non-permanent 

members (elected by the general assembly for two years term). 

One of the main characteristics of the UNSC is what is known as “veto power”, a privilege in 

which the previously mentioned permanent members can debunk resolutions by voting against 
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them. Furthermore, it is the only institution within the UN that can submit completely legally 

binding resolutions to its members, and due to this, it has a very important role regarding 

international relations amongst nations. 

Some of the measures that can be made in the Security Council are:  

● Enforce security,  

● Economic sanctions, 

● Military actions,  

● and diplomatic actions.  

The UNSC can also install UN Peacekeeping Operations (known as “blue helmets”) in affected 

areas around the globe, as well as Special Political Missions. It also tries to promote friendly 

relationships among countries, protecting human rights and the self-determination of the people, 

always aiming towards international cooperation. The Council can also grant jurisdiction to the 

International Court of Justice to act within any territory where it deems it necessary (Zhao, 

2017). 

1.2. Committee performance and structure 

After World War II, the Allied Powers (the faction that won the war) were appointed permanent 

members of the Council, as back then they were the most powerful, both politically and 

economically, nations of the world. These countries were: The United States of America, Russia 

(formerly the Soviet Union), France, the United Kingdom, and the People’s Republic of China. 

These are the members who have “veto power”. The 10 countries who are elected every two 

years are selected as follows: 3 representatives for Africa, 2 representatives for Asia, 2 
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representatives for Latin America, 2 representatives for Western Europe, and 1 representative for 

Eastern Europe. Such a system has proven to be inconsistent, as there are cases when a country 

that is affected by a situation but is not a current member is not allowed to vote. Nevertheless, 

they may participate in the debates and give their opinions.  

The current members are:  

The five veto powers (permanent members),  

● Belgium (2020), 

● Côte d’Ivoire (2019), 

● Dominican Republic (2020), 

● Equatorial Guinea (2019), 

● Germany (2020) 

● Indonesia (2020), 

● Kuwait (2019), 

● Peru (2019), 

● Poland (2019), 

● And South Africa (2020). 

(United Nations, 2019 ) 

The UNSC treats the majority of intention matters such as terrorist threats, nuclear 

warfare, violent extremism, peacekeeping operations, the violation of human rights, among 

others.  

Voting process: a 3/5 quorum is necessary to decide. This means that at least 9 positive votes are 

needed. This type of voting, called procedural voting, does not consider the veto, as it has to do 

https://newyorkun.diplomatie.belgium.be/
http://www.onu.diplomatie.gouv.ci/?num=&type=&lang=en
http://www.consejoseguridad.mirex.gob.do/
http://equatorialguineaun.org/
https://new-york-un.diplo.de/un-en
https://www.kemlu.go.id/newyork-un/en/default.aspx
http://www.kuwaitmissionun.org/
http://www.rree.gob.pe/peruenONU/
http://nowyjorkonz.msz.gov.pl/en/
https://www.southafrica-newyork.net/pmun/
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with procedural decisions.  On the other hand, constitutional voting (the substantial decisions 

taken by the council), meaning the voting process of any draft resolutions or working papers, 

does consider the 5 vetoes (the countries with this power can make a resolution not pass just by 

vetoing it through voting against it).  

 In the Security Council, the five permanent members will have the ability to ban a resolution, 

thus, if one of those 5-member states decide to vote against the working paper, this one does not 

become a resolution of the committee. It is important to have in mind that another imminent 

aspect of this commission is the Article 27 of the UN Charter, which states that all parties to the 

dispute  have to abstain from their vote. Meaning that any delegate may request a motion to 

apply article 27 in the committee when there are parties of the dispute, with the intention to vote. 

(Australian government, 2019) 

2. Introduction to topic 1: Tensions in the Persian Gulf and the Hormuz strait  

2.1. Theoretical Framework: 

Proxy wars: Refers to wars fought through smaller countries that receive help from 

larger countries fighting indirectly outside their territory (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019). 

Shia Muslims: subdivision of Islam that believe that Ali should’ve been the rightful 

leader after the death of Muhammad, and they represent 15% of the Muslim community. Their 

holy book is the Quran. (Huda, 2019) 
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Sunni Muslims: another subdivision of Islam that represents 85% of the Muslims and 

believe that Abu Bakr was the rightful leader after the death of Muhammad. Their holy book is 

the Quran. (Huda, 2019) 

Coup d’état:  A violent and sudden overthrow of an existing government performed by a 

group of citizens; it is considered as an illegal seizure of power (dictionary.com, 2019). 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: A legal framework that establishes 

the global uses of oceans and the resources within (United Nations, 2018). 

Multilateral agreement: It is an agreement between countries regarding economic trade. 

It decides standard commerce deals discussed amongst the involved parties (Pickle, 2017). 

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA): In June of 2013, Iran started to 

look for ways to reduce the sanctions imposed by the International Community. By 2015, an 

initial framework was drafted with Iran and the P5+1(Encyclopedia Britannica , 2019). 

P5+1: A group made up of the world powers that joined to work on the Iran nuclear deal. 

This includes the five veto powers of the Security Council along sides Germany. The group 

started as they realized the Middle Eastern power was working with highly enriched Uranium. 

This started an investigation on Iran’s nuclear activity from part of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) (KENTON, 2018). 

The Strait of Hormuz: It is a strait located in between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of 

Oman. It’s an extremely important site in the region, as it is the only passage to the open sea, 

thus turning itself into an extremely strategic point, mainly for Petroleum transportation from the 
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Middle East to the rest of the world. As a 

result, nations have made this place their 

main conquering target to improve their 

economy and gaining power over the area 

(Ma, 2019).  

2.2.  History of the topic:    

The tensions between Iran and the US started in 1953. The United States with the help of the 

UK, decided to intervene in Iran’s Coup in 1926. During this coup, Reza Shah Pahlavi seized 

power from the Qajar dynasty and established a totalitarian government, which resulted in 

institutional instability. Following, in 1979 the Islamic Revolution was born in Iran under the 

leadership of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Consequently, US military officers were taken as 

hostages in Iran, causing war threats in the Hormuz strait, thus making both nations to be in 

constant disagreement over the years. When the Iraq-Iran war broke out in 1980, the Iranian 

neighboring country chose to attack Iran in the gulf starting the Tanker War in 1981.  This war 

had great international repercussions regarding shipping. The importance of the Hormuz Strait 

lies in the role that it plays in the world’s oil supply, as it accounts for 20% of its transportation, 

meaning that any event or attack has global repercussions. The Iraqi attacks on oil exportation 

ships were the main focus of the Tanker War, and the goal was to weaken Iran economically to 

win the on-going Iraq-Iran War. Until 1984, the attacks were solely made by Iraq; however, at 

the end of 1984 Iran decided to fight back. During the war the US government and its allies 

supported Iraq. However, there was no direct tension between Iran and the US. In 1987, statistics 

https://share.america.gov/u-s-defends-th  SEQ 

https://share.america.gov/u-s-defends-th \* ARABIC 1 

image  SEQ image \* ARABIC 1: map of Hormuz Strait. Retrieved 

from: https://share.america.gov/u-s-defends-the-world-s-access-

to-strait-of-hormuz/ 
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made by the UN showed that there had been more than 30 million tons of shipping products that 

had been compromised between the start of the war and 1987. Different tactics and supplies 

varying from airplanes to mines were used during the attacks (O'Rourke.R, 1988 ).  

Tensions between Iran and the US 

started to rise when one of their ships 

landed on one of their Chinese-produced 

water mines. Many incidents as such 

happened during the war. A United 

States ship mis-identified a passenger 

Iran airplane passing through the strait 

as military aircraft and shot it down with  

its passengers. On the other hand, 

Iran’s nuclear program posed another 

threat for the world powers and the United States felt especially threatened at the beginning of 

2002. The worries rose as Iran was allied with many extremist rebel groups in the region through 

which Iran was fighting proxy wars with Saudi Arabia. In 2011 the threats grew further, as an 

investigation revealed Iran’s internal activity regarding the development of nuclear weapons. 

Nevertheless, Iran constantly denied such accusations. This resulted in high US sanctions being 

imposed on Iran’s oil economy to pressure the country into a deal. Iran was left without a way 

out and their economy started to crumble and devastate the country, so they chose to head back 

to Hormuz Strait and close the internationally important passage. It stated it would not allow any 

other export or import ship while the sanctions on their economy were sustained. Tensions 

image  SEQ image \* ARABIC 2: burning ship. Retrieved from: 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/mi  SEQ 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/mi \* ARABIC 1 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/mi  SEQ 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/mi \* ARABIC 1 



 

10 

 

 

between the world powers and the Middle-Eastern power grew until both decided to make a deal 

with each other to end the decades-long dispute. The deal was known as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) (Vox, 2019) and resulted in the reconstruction of the 

Iranian economy. Many countries showed interest for the petroleum reserves located in Iran. 

This would only cause trouble, because, in 2017, Iran decided to nationalize its petroleum 

exports, cutting its supply to a ton of nations, causing economic instability around the world 

(Granados, 2019). On May 8th of 2018, The President of the United States; Donald J Trump, 

announced the withdrawal of the US from the multilateral agreement, referring to it as a “one 

sided deal that should have never been made” (Vox, 2019). Further on August 7 of 2018, Donald 

Trump announced the reimbursement of sanctions against Iran, which included “the prohibition 

of trade of a number of business sectors - from aviation and carpets to pistachios and gold”, with 

the repercussion of stalling Iran’s Economy. 

Since then, Iran and the US have been perpetuating attacks such as the one from May 12th 

of 2019 in which a Saudi Ship (passing through the Hormuz strait) that was sent by the US was 

sabotaged by Iran and later on May 19th the US embassy was bombarded by Iran (there were no 

affected people).  In response to the situation, the US sent 1,000 additional troops to the Middle 

East, with a threatening statement that Donald Trump released on Twitter in May 2019, “If Iran 

wants to fight, that will be the official end of Iran. Never threaten the United States again!". 

After this situation, constant attacks to US ships passing through the Hormuz Strait have been 

perpetuated by Iran, and although this nation denies the responsibility of the actions, the US has 

stated on several occasions “they are not afraid to attack” (Aljazeera, 2019). 
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3. Topic 1 

3.1. Current situation 

Currently, the tensions are higher than ever. On June 25th of 2019 Donald Trump announced 

another round of sanctions to Iran, which escalated the conflict, making Iran state that if there is 

any military intervention from the US, Iran will close all access to the Hormuz Strait. 

These past months, the route through the strait is almost impossible to transit because of 

the imminent threats between both nations. Iran has unveiled a Missile Defense System, and in 

response, the US has intensified the pressure towards the possible attacks to Iran if this one does 

not permit the transportation through the strait. The constant war has caused other nations to not 

be able to transit the zone, thus, turning the conflict into an international one. 

Many countries have been affected by Iran’s decision of closing the strait. The United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea states rules that allegedly prohibit such actions, but 

Iran claims that the Passage rightfully belongs to them, and the parliament of the country is the 

only one that has a saying on whether the strait stays open or not for public transportation.  

On November 7, 2019 US secretary Mike Pompeo declared that the Iranian government is 

looking to launch a “rapid nuclear breakout” (Aljazeera, 2020), increasing the tensions between 

the two nations and inside the regional area of the Middle East.  On January 3rd 2020, a US air-

strike resulted in the death of general Qassem Soleimani, leader of the country’s military 

Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC). The death of the general has caused worldwide 

tensions, and could further complicate the already tense conflict inside the Hormuz Strait. Right 

after the death of the general, the oil prices spiked up at its highest. They soon recovered after it 
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was declared that no oil infrastructure was damaged, but this clearly shows how actions in the 

area have immediate global repercussions.  

3.2. International response: 

United States: Has repeatedly stated its willingness to act directly in Iran’s territory if the situation 

does not deescalate. It has also constantly warned Iran that if the Hormuz strait is closed, an 

economic embargo will be imposed by the United States. (Vox,2019) (DW, 2019). 

United Kingdom: Started its coalition with the United States in order to avoid the threats of Iran 

and it's willing to cooperate with the international community in order to protect the ships 

transporting through the strait (DW, 2019). 

 Middle East: Oman and the United Arab Emirates are the most affected nations as a result of the 

war in the strait. Both Nations have called the international community for help, and have started 

looking for ways to de-escalate the conflict.  

United Nations: The UN has stated on several occasions that there has to be a bilateral 

conversation between the United States and Iran, and has offered to be the venue and controller of 

the settling. (DW, 2019).  

Saudi Arabia: Regarding the 2020 tensions, Saudi Arabia has urged world powers to protect the 

navigation through the strait 

4. Future situation 

 Although Iran has repeatedly said that they are willing to start dialogue with the US, it has also 

mentioned that if the economic sanctions imposed by Donald Trump keep being approved, they 
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will have no other choice than to close the strait and refuse peaceful talks, and instead will engage 

into a more escalated war. So, it could be said that if in the future the US does not stop the 

sanctions, an economic crisis will burst and affect the whole international community (UN, 2019). 

 Now more than ever Iran has the motives to use their influences in the Middle East against 

the US and other countries, given the death of Soleimani. Given the fact that Iran is an actor in 

multiple proxy wars in the region it could use this leverage to attack in ways that will affect the 

United Stated without requiring a direct attack. The global economy can be affected with one push 

of a button from the Iranian government, by opting to interrupt the world’s most important oil 

passageway. Such actions will cause chaos in the global markets. For sure, incidents inside the 

Strait are likely to happen.  (Regencia & Alia Chughtai, 2018). However, the US is likely to protect 

the Strait, increasing the reasons for conflict in the area. If the Iranian government decides to shut 

down the strait, it will come at high costs. Iran has also proven several times to be highly skilled 

in cyber attacks, which they could use against the US market, which would cost the Trump 

administration and its economy. (Ward, The US killed Soleimani. What will Iran do next?, 2020).  

5. QARMAS 

1. Does your country depend on the Hormuz strait, for commercialization of any product?   

2. Has your country been involved in any issue with Iran?  

3. Where does the petroleum of your country come from?  

4. Has your country been involved directly in this conflict?  

5. What is your country's external relationship with the US? 



 

14 

 

 

6. How can the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea be a resourceful tool for international 

law reinforcement?  

7.   Is there any use in creating a new multilateral agreement between involved nations?  

6. Useful links 

https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/iran-standoff-timeline-key-events-

190622063937627.html 

https://www.businessinsider.com/strait-of-hormuz-explainer-oil-us-iran-tensions-2019-7 

https://time.com/5632388/strait-of-hormuz-iran-tanker/ 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49070882 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/09/1047472 

https://www.dw.com/en/un-urges-independent-probe-in-strait-of-hormuz-crisis/a-

49217637 
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