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1. Welcoming Letter 

Dear delegates, 

 First and foremost: Welcome to MSMUN 2020, we are thrilled to have you here with 

us in ECOSOC. We hope this committee will be a space for developing your debating, 

investigative and to to globalise your perspective 

 In a rapidly advancing world there’s a multitude of problems people like us, 

delegates, decided to step forward and make a change. We have all accepted our 

responsibilities as global citizens and demonstrated a willingness to play a much bigger role 

in the future.   

 We hope you study this topic thoroughly and learn a lot. We are excited to see the 

results that will come from your dedication and hard work.  

Finally, remember that, as presidents, we are ready to solve any concerns that arise in 

relation to the event. Don’t hesitate to ask us for advice concerning your own preparation. 

Welcome to ECOSOC! 

 

Isabella Botero Díaz 

Valeria Osorno Castaño 

ECOSOC Presidents. 
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2. Economic and Social Committee 

2.1 History 

The ECOSOC committee was established in 1945 by the United Nations in its charter 

and became one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. This organ became a 

fundamental platform to direct and coordinate economic, social, humanitarian and cultural 

issues around the world as it is the UN’s largest and most complex subsidiary body. 

ECOSOC became responsible for monitoring the results of major United Nations conferences 

and summits. In the mid-1990s the UN charter allowed ECOSOC to grant consultative status 

to NGOs and it’s been this way ever since; in fact in the early 21st century more than 2,500 

NGOs were granted consultative status. The Economic and Social Council is currently made 

up of 54 members of the United Nations elected by the general assembly. Each year 18 

members are elected for a period of three years (with the opportunity to be re-elected in 

subsequent years). 

2.2 Objective 

The Economic and Social Council is part of the nucleus of the system of the United Nations, 

which aims to promote and carry out sustainable development, in three main ambits: social, 

economic and environmental. This council is in charge of 

policy coordination, review and dialogue, as well as the implementation of the 

development goals, agreed at the international level, in conjunction with alliances 

established between governments, companies, civil societies, parliaments, international 

organizations and philanthropic institutions. 

 

 

3. The Ongoing Migrant Crisis and its Impact on the European Economy 
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3.1 Theoretical framework 

Migration: The movement of people from one location to another with the intention 

of settling or staying there permanently. Some of the many causes include looking for new 

economic opportunities, joining family or escaping conflict like terrorism or human rights 

violations. 

Emmigration: The movement of people from one location to another but from the 

country of origin’s perspective.  

Immigration: The movement of people from one location to another but from the 

country of destination’s perspective. 

Country of origin: The country a person or a group of people migrate from.  

Country of destination: The country a person or a group of people migrate to.  

Country of transit: The country in which a person or group of people pass through 

during their migration process.  

Population change: A significant difference in the number of people living in an area 

over certain periods of time.  

Refugee: Someone that has been forced to leave their country due to dangers like 

war, persecution or natural disasters.  

Asylum seeker: someone who seeks international protection but whose claim has not 

been completed. 

Bilateral labour migration agreement: An agreement between two states that is 

legally binding and is concerned with inter-State cooperation on labour migration. 

Borders: The politically defined boundaries that separate territory. These areas 

include political entities that exercise border governance measures like airports, land border 

crossing points or ports in immigration and transit zones.  
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Border governance: The policies, action plans, legislation or strategies a state has 

regarding the entry and exit of persons from said territory. 

Freedom of movement (right to): The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states 

that it is a right to move within a territory or leave or return to any country. (Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (adopted 10 December 1948) UNGA Res 217(A), Art. 13) 

Humanitarian visa: A visa that grants a person access and temporary stay on 

humanitarian grounds. These are often intended for refugees. 

The Balkans route: The route through the Balkans that became famous in 2015 

during the European refugee crisis when a great number of refugees and other migrants from 

countries like Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and other territories from north and sub-

Saharan Africa attempted to travel to Europe. 

  EU-Turkey action plan: This Turkish action plan has two main focuses. Turkey 

must offer temporary protection to Syrian refugees and in exchange the EU (European 

Union) promises to mobilize funds in a quick way. Turkey has the duty to contain Syrian 

refugees so that the EU doesn’t close its external borders.  

The UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees): The UN agency 

in charge of the aid and protection of refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless 

people. They assist in voluntary repatriation and resettlement in third world countries. 

The Libyan war: A civil war in Libya that started during attempts to build a 

democratic state but actually created a rivalry between governments. Currently there’s 

conflict between the rival centres of political power in east and west Libya. Belligerent 

groups including the Islamic state have proliferated and have attacked the state and affected 

the libyan population numerous times, causing numerous people to transit from Africa to 

Europe in the last couple of years. 
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3.2 History of the topic 

The Middle East has been 

struggling for years, the conflicts 

being constantly dubbed as the 

“endless wars,” with Syria being one 

of the most affected countries in the 

last few years. Europe’s migrant crisis 

began in 2015 when hundreds of 

thousands of people escaping the Middle East (mostly from Syria but also Afghanistan, Iraq, 

Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

etc)  attempted to reach Western Europe via the 

Balkan Route which led to a large influx of 

migrants into countries such as Hungary, Croatia, 

Bulgaria, Serbia and others in the region. In July 

of the same year, Hungary erected a razor wire 

fence along its borders with Serbia in order to 

lessen the arrival of said migrants. In 

August, German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel announced an open border policy and responded “We’ll manage it” referring to the 

crisis. By the end of 2015 various European countries had set up border controls and 

suspended the Schengen system of open borders (see figure 2) and passport free travel. (Info 

Migrants, Rey Azizi, 2018).  

In February of 2016 the EU pledged over €3 billion to assist the Syrians: including 

those inside the country and the refugees. The European Council adopted conclusions on the 

crisis and agreed to make progress on the following areas (European Council, 2020): 

European Parliament. (2016). The Western Balkan Route. photograph. 
https://epthinktank.eu/2016/10/06/serbias-role-in-the-migration-
crisis/dynamics-along-the-western-balkan-route/.  

 

European Parliament. (2020). Schengen Area. European Parliament. 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/images/202
00408PHT76826/20200408PHT76826_original.jpg.  
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● Implementation of the EU-Turkey action plan: “The EU agrees to safely 

resettle one Syrian refugee from Turkey for each irregular migrant returned to 

Turkey from Greece” (Azizi, 2018).  

● Provision of humanitarian assistance to refugees, including in the western 

Balkans 

● Ensuring hotspots are fully functional 

● Implementation of decisions on relocation, return and readmission 

● Improved management of external borders 

● Restoring the normal functioning of the Schengen area 

In March the Balkan route officially closed, leaving thousands of migrants trapped in 

Greece, an already economically unstable and struggling country. By December of 2016, 

over 5,000 immigrants lost their lives attempting to cross from North Africe to Europe 

through the Mediterranean Sea.  

In early 2017 Italy and Libya struck a deal to turn back migrant arrivals and return 

them to their origin country. During this year, conservative, anti-migrant movements spread 

across Europe as the continent continued striking deals in order to stem the migration flow. In 

November of the same year, CNN revealed footage of migrants being traded off as slaves in 

Libya, striking outrage worldwide (see Useful Links).  

In 2018 the migrant routes shifted towards the Western Mediterranean Route. Greece 

continued to struggle with the influx, and migrants were stranded in overcrowded refugee 

camps, Bosnia began to see a drastic increase in arrivals to its territory. By May the German 

Cabinet “approves legislation to reintroduce family reunifications for refugees with 

subsidiary protection. As of August 2018, 1,000 family members will be allowed to come to 

Germany” (Azizi, 2018).  



 

9 

By June of 2019 the European Council had begun discussing a new strategic agenda 

to range from 2019 to 2024 focusing on four main priorities as defined by the European 

Council: protecting citizens and freedoms, developing a strong and vibrant economic base, 

building a climate neutral, green, fair and social Europe, and promoting European interests 

and values on the global stage. By the end of the year the Council was discussing the future 

of the EU’s migration and Asylum policies and ministers welcomed the intention to create 

new pacts by approaching these topics from a different perspective. (European Council, 

2020). 

 

3.3 Previously implemented solutions  

Europe’s Strategic Agenda 2019-2024: 

● Protecting citizens and freedoms: ensuring the proper functioning of the Schengen 

zone, making Europe a place “where people feel free and safe,” as well as Increasing 

the EU’s resilience against natural and man-made disasters and fighting cross-border 

crime. (European Council, 2019).  

● Developing a strong and vibrant economic base: ensuring a strong economy as a 

key element in Europe’s: “competitiveness, prosperity and role on the global stage 

and for the creation of jobs.” (European Council, 2019). Developing the economic 

and monetary union, strengthening the Single Market (defined by the European 

Commission as the EU territory being able to have an efficient market free of internal 

borders or any other obstacles). Improving education. 

● Building a climate-neutral, green, fair and social Europe: sustainability based on 

technological evolution and globalisation, making sure no one is left behind, stepping 

up action against climate change, becoming leaders in green economy, enhancing air 

quality, paying attention to social issues rising across the continent. 
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● Promoting European interests and values on the global stage: strategic course of 

action to safeguard its interests and help shape a global future, “the EU will remain a 

driving force behind multilateralism and the global rules-based international order, 

ensuring openness and fairness and the necessary reforms. It will support the UN and 

key multilateral organisations.” (European Council, 2019). Strategic relationships 

with trading partners. 

3.4 Situation today  

During 2020 there has been one particular situation that has been colliding with the 

European Migrant crisis; the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

COVID-19 has caused serious economic issues like poverty and unemployment in 

countries such as Tunisia, while others have been dealing with war. According to the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees crisis, all of this caused an increase in arrivals by 

boat in countries like Italy and Malta. The European response has been to push back borders 

in countries such as Greece, stop sea rescues in the Mediterranean and impose quarantine 

agreements. Everyday it’s harder to travel due to the restrictions implemented in transport 

routes and processing centers. This has had negative effects, including numerous shipwrecks. 

In fact at least 45 migrants were killed in the deadliest recorded shipwreck on the Libyan 

coast this year according to the (UNHCR, IOM 2002) . These organizations stated that the 

current search and rescue capacity needs to be strengthened because aid has failed to assist 

and lives have been put at risk.  

There have been a total of 26,800 refugees and migrants that have arrived in Europe 

via the Mediterranean since January despite the travel ban, which reduced the number of 

arrivals by 25% except in Italy where the arrivals have increased due to the previously 

mentioned issues in Libya. Delays at international borders caused overcrowding in reception 

facilities (UNICEF, 2020). As a result, UNICEF and partners moved activities online instead 
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of providing in-person health care and counseling, Consequently, accessing asylum processes 

and family reunifications became harder for refugees.  

Increased cases of COVID-19 have been reported among refugees, migrants and 

frontline workers because of the congested reception facilities, poor hygiene and difficulties 

in social distancing (UNICEF, 2020). 

Overall migration rates have decreased during the COVID-19 pandemic. This applies 

to most countries although there has also been an increase in migration in areas 

around Libya due to effects of war.  

           There have been rising geopolitical tensions between Turkey and Greece. The turkish 

government sent thousands of migrants towards the Greek border as a way of exerting 

pressure on the European migrant crisis. There has been questionable border control 

measures on Greece’s part after several deportations without the right to claim asylum. This 

caused a violent attack from Turkey’s population. (New York Times, 2020)                                        

The economic impact this crisis has had is relevant in the following aspects: the large number 

of refugees are weakening the economy by increasing unemployment (refugees would take 

away employment opportunities from European people and hence create a wave of poverty) 

and straining infrastructural capacities while overloading public budgets. The crisis is also 

adding a burden on pre-existing economic problems; this is a problem specially to the 

European nations whose economies are struggling with the debt crisis (Dullien 2016).  An 

example of this could be Greece as it is one of the primary gateways to Europe from the 

Middle East and the government is struggling to focus on the demands of its bailout package. 

The situation is being handled by other nations and the international monetary fund providing 

partial relief of the debt while the government focuses on the refugee crisis.                                      

Another major issue, as mentioned before is the wave of poverty; as a matter of fact 11,000 

people across EU, 82 percent of the people from Hungary, 72 percent from Greece, 46 
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percent from United Kingdom and 31 percent from Germany claimed that the refugees would 

be a burden on their economies as they would take away their jobs and social security 

benefits (Wike, Stokes and Simmons 2016). There have also been concerns regarding drops 

in wages due to the increased labor supply when refugees get to work. This causes Europeans 

to focus on the negative economic impact which causes prejudice and makes it harder for 

refugees to integrate into European societies. 

3.5 Countries’ declarations on the topic  

As previously mentioned, the COVID-19 Pandemic has hit all countries with the 

already existing migrant crisis hard. Greece, already being one of the countries with the most 

arrivals, has found itself in the middle of arson attacks and protests that have destroyed their 

refugee camps on the island of Lesbos. Greek government officials are yet to formalise plans 

to relocate the residents of the destroyed camps despite the aid the French and German 

government are offering. Greek government spokesman Stelios Petsas stated “They thought 

that if they burn Moria they would be able to leave the island undetected, this is not going to 

happen.” The Greek government has also faced international backlash for abandoning over 

1,000 immigrants at sea with only a life vest in an attempt to deter future arrivals. 

In 2019, French Minister of the Interior, Christophe Castaner said 16,000 places 

would be made available in existing migrant centers to prevent the rise of new settlements. 

“France is one of many European countries to struggle with its response to an influx of 

irregular migrants and the government is under pressure to react to the political challenge 

from the far-right National Rally of Marine Le Pen.” (BBC, 2019). According to the New 

York Times, in 2020, French President Emmanuel Macron has said his government is 

working with Germany to welcome migrants from the Moria camp in an effort to aid Greece.  

German Chancellor Angela Merkel made her famous speech five years ago where she 

stated Germany could “handle [the crisis].” This received backlash and xenophobia 
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skyrocketed in the country, however, she kept her word and Germany’s immigration rules 

never changed. Today the influx of immigrants to Germany is lower (which may also relate 

to the current pandemic).  

The United Kingdom has recently left the European Union, but the migrant crisis still 

affects them. According to the BBC, the government is committed to preventing immigrants 

from arriving by sea, yet it has proven to be a difficult task. Boats have been rounded up and 

returned to France (the most common place of origin) nevertheless the UK must take into 

account the UN Convention on the law of sea which states that the rights of asylum seekers 

are to be protected and sending them back by force may only be used as a last resort. “Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson suggested the government would review laws that make it ‘very 

difficult to then send [migrants] away again even though blatantly they've come here 

illegally’.” (BBC, 2020) 

The United States is facing its own problems with immigration and refugees. These 

are similar to Europe in the sense that they cannot stop the arrival of immigrants by sea and 

the issue creates political conflict. Nevertheless the handling of each crisis has been 

drastically different. In the US, President Trump receives backlash for separating families at 

the border, amongst other anti-migrant policies being established. Whereas the EU, having a 

much more complex problem, has been taking a more diplomatic approach, although border 

regulations have still been implemented.  

Russian President Vladimir Putin has been said to be “weaponizing” immigration 

with countries such as Syria and Libya, stating that the EU should have seen the crisis 

coming because of the war in the Middle East (Shinkman, 2019). Agnia Grigas from the 

Atlantic Council stated that: "Russia's efforts to manipulate refugee flows is aimed at 

destabilizing and politically weakening the European Union." According to the BBC, some 

have suggested that criminals and extremists are hiding in the flows of migrants. 
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4. Future situation  

The future of the European Migrant crisis could be predicted from several points of 

view, in particular the perspective of how it will affect the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

predicted that it will be a major spreader of the virus due to the low biosecurity and social 

distancing measures being implemented in transit and migration places. COVID-19 cases will 

continue to go up in the affected areas unless there are better regulations implemented and 

these regulations are strictly followed.  

On another note, the Libyan war is highly likely to continue, and the effects of war 

have been causing emmigration rates to increase exponentially. If the war continues to have 

such violent effects on the Libyan population this will lead to an ever higher percentage of 

migrants.  

After the COVID-19 crisis, if a vaccine is found and the pandemic is resolved, then of 

course migration rates will go up and the transit between nations will be much quicker and 

much more effective. However, this will cause what could be called a migration boom 

(similar to the first episode of the crisis in 2019), causing overpopulation in European 

countries.  

Regarding Greece’s situation, the future seems violent and may develop into war. If 

the government continues to have such strict and conservative measures towards the 

immigrants, then more violent attacks could happen, and if the Greek government fires back 

there could be longterm dangerous results. In Athens (September 10th 2020)  thousands of 

asylum seekers went to Europe’s largest refugee camp (Greek island of Lesbos) and protested 

against COVID-19 and the strict containing measures. The protest resulted in 3 acts of arson 

which left nearly 12,000 residents in the wild. The camp’s destruction caused a soul-

searching between European leaders and on the same Thursday the 10th, president Emmanuel 
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Macron of France said that he was working to welcome some of the immigrants. (The New 

York Times, 2020) 

 

 

 

5. Useful questions for the delegate  

1. Is your delegation a country of origin, transit or destination in these areas?  

2. How has your delegation handled the COVID-19 pandemic when it comes to closing 

international borders or travel bans?  

3. (If country of origin) What are the main reasons for emmigration in the country?  

4. (If country of destination) How has the country handled immigration rates during the 

past years?  

5. (If country of destination) Have immigration rates gone up or down during the 

COVID-19 pandemic in your delegation?  

6. Does your delegation have a relationship with the EU-Turkey action plan? If so in 

which way? 

7. What has been your delegation’s response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

on the migrant crisis? 

 

6. QARMAS 

1. Should more action be taken by the countries of origin, by the countries of destination 

of the immigrants, or third-parties such as neighbouring nations?  

2. Should “Europe’s Strategic Agenda” be continued, modified or fully stopped? Why? 
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3. Will the EU’s immigration policies be revised in order to control the flow of 

immigrants? If so, which changes will be implemented? 

4. Should the origin countries receive interventions by third parties such as the United 

Nations or the European Union itself? What kind of interventions and towards what 

end goal? 

5. Are currently proposed solutions enough to tackle the crisis or should entirely new 

ones be made? What would these new solutions look like? 

6. Would the solutions implemented be economically possible for all participating 

countries? (It is recommended to estimate a cost). 

 

7. Useful links 

Slave trading in Libya revealed by the CNN in Nov 2017: 

https://edition.cnn.com/specials/africa/libya-slave-auctions  

Migration to Europe explained with different graphs by the BBC: 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911 

The EU-Turkey action plan in depth:  

http://francoiscrepeau.com/fr/a-look-at-the-eu-turkey-action-plan/ 

The UNHRC on the topic:  

https://www.unhcr.org/europe-emergency.html?query=europe 

The crisis summarised:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnT-iF0CAZk  
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