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1. Welcoming Letter  

Dear delegates,  

It is with great honor that we, Maria José Valbuena from Montessori and Mariana 

Valencia from Marymount, welcome you to the Security Council of MSMUN.  

This commission is the smallest of them all, yet it is the most powerful, and will force 

you to perform to the best of your abilities. For this model, we have chosen two very demanding 

topics regarding situations that are constantly evolving and posing a threat to international 

security. Therefore, these topics require adequate preparation and active participation from all 

of you. 

Our expectations are set high and we are exhilarated to see what you can achieve during 

these 3 days of debate. Furthermore, we invite you all to benefit from this experience and enjoy 

your learning experience as much as we enjoyed planning it. If you have any concerns, feel 

free to ask us, we will be more than happy to help you.  

Best Wishes in this MUN, 

Your Chair, 

Mariana Valencia and María José Valbuena. 
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2. Important commission information  

a. History and purpose of the commission  

The history of the Security Council goes back to 1944. Three powerful nations, China, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States, agreed on the necessity to create a structure that 

would always seek to maintain international peace and security. Once the Charter of the 

United Nations came into force, the Security Council was formally established on October 

24th, 1945. The Security Council is one of the six main organs of the United Nations and 

held its first session on January 17th, 1946, at Church House, Westminster, London.  

Under the United Nations Charter, the functions and powers of the Security Council are: 

● to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and 

purposes of the United Nations; 

● to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

● to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 

● to formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments; 

● to determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to 

recommend what action should be taken; 

● to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving 

the use of force to prevent or stop aggression; 

● to take military action against an aggressor; 

● to recommend the admission of new Members; 

● to exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in "strategic areas"; 

● to recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General 

and, together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International Court of 

Justice. 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.icj-cij.org/
http://www.icj-cij.org/
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The UNSC can also install UN Peacekeeping Operations, also known as “blue 

helmets”, in affected areas around the globe, as well as Special Political Missions. It also tries 

to promote friendly relationships among countries, protecting human rights and the self-

determination of the people, always aiming towards international cooperation. The council 

can also grant jurisdiction to the International Court of Justice to act within any territory 

where it deems it necessary. (Zhao, 2017) 

b. Committee performance, structure, and procedure  

The first session took place in New York, in 1946, and from this day on it’s one of the 

most important yet smallest committees on the UN. With only fifteen members and five of 

them appointed permanent, the other 10 members variate and are elected every two years as 

follows: 3 representatives for Africa, 2 representatives for Asia, 2 representatives for Latin 

America, 2 representatives for Western Europe, and 1 representative for Eastern Europe. 

Such a system has proven to be inconsistent, as there are cases when a country that is affected 

by a situation but is not a current member is not allowed to vote. Nevertheless, they may 

participate in the debates and give their opinions. 

Currently, the members of this committee are Estonia, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, 

Niger, Norway, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Tunisia, Vietnam, and the five permanent 

countries, also known as “veto powers” which are: The United States of America, Russia 

(formerly the Soviet Union), France, the United Kingdom, and the People’s Republic of 

China.   

The following is the procedure that needs to be followed on the Security Council:  

- Roll call: the chair makes sure all delegates are present for the debate. 

- Motion to open session: this motion is taken into account if 50% +1 of the delegations 

are present 
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- Open Agenda: the delegates establish which topic is going to be debated first. 

- Opening Speeches: the speeches are read in alphabetical order. 

- Moderated Caucus: an informal debate where delegations are free to speak when the 

chair recognizes them. 

- Speaker’s list: a formal debate with a list of speakers previously established. 

- Unmoderated Caucus: also known as lobby time, where delegates can talk freely with 

others and establish alliances or draft committee documents. 

- Motion to read working papers/press releases: heads of block read the resolutions 

given during the debate. 

- Close Agenda: to end the agenda previously established. 

- Motion to close session: to end the session previously established. 

3. Introduction to topic 1 

a. Theoretical framework  

- Republic of China: The territory currently known as Taiwan, its government 

was established after 1949 when the Chinese Communist Party forced them to 

abandon Mainland China and settle elsewhere. 
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- People’s Republic of China: Mainland China, a world power recognized by 

the United Nations.  

 

- Sovereignty: the power that a country has to govern itself or another country 

or state. 

- Chinese Civil War, (1945–49), military struggle for control of China waged 

between the Nationalists (Kuomintang) under Chiang Kai-shek and the 

Communists, under Mao Zedong. 

b. History of the topic  

Over the course of time, people have tried to understand the idea of Taiwan and 

China, two “countries” that believe they are the real and only China. Taiwan’s official name 

is the Republic of China (ROC). Whereas the country that’s generally referred to as China is: 

the PEOPLE’S Republic of China (PRC). During the last few years, tensions have escalated 

between these two territories with the rising claims from Taiwan stating its wish to be 

independent as they affirm they “are and always will be” the legitimate government of China. 

The root of the conflict between China and Taiwan goes back to the XIX century.  
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  In 1949, during the Chinese Civil War, the Communist Party forced the ruling government 

of China to flee. They went to Taiwan, an ex-Japanese-owned island while the Communist 

Party instituted themselves as the new Chinese government; the two governments continued 

their war. 

  The international community’s response regarding this newly instituted government was as 

follows:  The US, NATO, and most Western nations recognized the exiled Taiwanese 

government as legitimate. Meanwhile, the Soviet Bloc and a few other countries recognized 

the new Communist government instead. However, in 1979, the United States switched 

allegiances from the old Chinese government to the new Communist one in order to gain 

influence against the Soviet Union.  

Time after this, the two governments sought ways to remain in peace. These include 

“The three links” initiative proposed by the PRC which was later answered with the three 

Noes imposed by the ROC which declared they would allow “no contact, no compromise and 

no negotiation”. Interestingly, since there has never been a formal declaration of peace from 

either side, both countries are technically still at war today. In 1992, the two governments 

came to a Consensus, acknowledging that there was only one legitimate China and that each 

believed themselves to be it. 

In 2015, a meeting was held where both the POC and ROC presidents, President Xi 

Jinping of China and Taiwan’s president, Ma Ying-jeou, assisted after these governments had 

had no official contact since 1949. Hence, it received the name of Ma- Xi or Xi-Ma meeting, 

an encounter that would breach the three Noes and become part of history.  The meeting’s 

purpose was the attempt to establish diplomatic relations in areas such as economy, trade, 

healthcare, and travel.  
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“Today will be remembered in history. Even though this is the first meeting, we feel 

like old friends. Behind us is history stretching for 60 years. Now before our eyes, there are 

fruits of conciliation instead of confrontation.” 

- President Xi Jinping of China 

Nevertheless, the two countries still seem far from reconciliation due to the 

complicated, and sometimes paradoxical nature of their dispute. 

Timeline of events 

1949 

- October: Mao Zedong’s communists take power in Beijing. 

- December:  The KMT cuts off contact with the communists in mainland China and 

forms their own government while settling in the ex-Japanese island of Taiwan. 

1950 

- Taiwan becomes an ally of the United States. 

 1971 

- Beijing takes over China’s seat at the United Nations, previously held by Taipei. 

1979 

- The US establishes diplomatic relations with China but also commits to assisting the 

defense of Taiwan. It backs the policy of “one China'', with Beijing as the legitimate 

government, but establishes trade and military ties with Taipei. 

2000 

- Elections, the KMT loses power in Taiwan for the first time. 

2005 
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- March: Beijing adopts a law that makes secession by Taiwan illegal at the risk of 

military action. 

2008 

- Taiwan and China resume dialogue after the KMT’s Ma Ying-jeou is elected 

president 

2015 

- The leaders of both sides meet in Singapore. 

2016 

- June: China suspends all communications with Taiwan after the island’s new 

government fails to acknowledge the concept that there is only “one China”. 

4.  Topic 1 

a. Current Situation  

Recently, Taiwan's president, Tsai Ing-wen, said she would not yield to Chinese 

pressure and reiterated a call for dialogue on the basis of equality and mutual respect to 

resume with Beijing, which China rejected. Moreover, Chinese ships and aircraft have been 

wandering around the Taiwan Strait and posing a “threat to Taiwan’s sovereignty”. The 

Taiwanese leader alongside the government believes the fate of their future relations with 

China relies on the latter since Taiwan has sought peace and dialogue time after time. 

"I would like to reiterate that Taiwan's consistent position on cross-strait relations is 

neither to succumb to pressure nor to advance rashly when we get support," Tsai said. 

"Cross-strait peace is not a unilateral issue for Taiwan. The key lies in China's hands. 

Historical experience has proven that verbal attacks and military threats against Taiwan will 

not help cross-strait relations." She added. 
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Soonly after China stepped up its military activities and flew warplanes near the 

island, it gave Taiwan a shocking and harsh warning where it stated that any attempt from 

Taiwan to seek independence would lead to war. Subsequently, President Tsai affirmed that 

Taiwan was already an independent nation so there was no reason or need for an official 

declaration.  

Furthermore, Chinese defense ministry spokesman Wu Qian defended the recent 

military activities near Taiwan, saying they were "necessary actions to address the current 

security situation in the Taiwan Strait and to safeguard national sovereignty and security". 

"They are a solemn response to external interference and provocations by 'Taiwan 

independence' forces," he added. 

"We warn those 'Taiwan independence' elements - those who play with fire will burn 

themselves, and Taiwan independence means war. 

b. International Response  

The international community's response to this ongoing conflict can be analyzed in 

several aspects and perspectives.  

Taiwan's recognition: 

“For Taiwan, international recognition remains important. The United Nations and 

most countries recognise the PRC in Beijing as the sole legal government of China (as 

opposed to the ROC in Taipei). Currently fifteen states recognise Taiwan as the ROC (and 

thus do not have official relations with Beijing): Belize, Guatemala, Haiti, Holy See, 

Honduras, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Nicaragua, Palau, Paraguay, St Lucia, St Kitts and Nevis, 

St Vincent and the Grenadines, Swaziland and Tuvalu.” 

Taken from: https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/taiwan/Pages/australia-taiwan-relationship 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/taiwan/Pages/australia-taiwan-relationship
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Response to recent war threats by the PRC: 

“US President Joe Biden reaffirmed his commitment to Taiwan, and set out his stance in 

Asia. The US has called China's latest warning "unfortunate", adding that tensions did not 

need to lead to "anything like confrontation".” 

Taken from: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55851052 

“Taiwan and the U.S. should be sent a message: Do not misjudge or underestimate the 

Chinese mainland's determination and will to defend its territorial integrity and to severely 

punish the reckless acts of 'Taiwan independence' forces,” - Chinese State News 

Taken from: https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2021-01-29/china-escalates-war-rhetoric-over-taiwan-do-not-test-our-

determination 

c. Future Situation 

Undoubtedly the war threats by the Chinese government have unleashed worry and 

left other nations in a state of shock. Even though the tensions between the two countries are 

rough, many nations believe the idea of war is unnecessary and an overreaction to Taiwan’s 

wish. The concerns from other nations are evidently linked to the international repercussions 

that would occur if the Chinese government decided to take radical action and declare war on 

Taiwan. 

Nonetheless, this is not China’s only tense relation right now, some other ongoing 

conflicts that involve the People's Republic of China include tensions with Hong Kong, India, 

Japan, and more. As a result of this, a war with Taiwan would negatively impact the country 

both economically and politically. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55851052
https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2021-01-29/china-escalates-war-rhetoric-over-taiwan-do-not-test-our-determination
https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2021-01-29/china-escalates-war-rhetoric-over-taiwan-do-not-test-our-determination
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5. Introduction to topic 2 

a. Theoretical framework  

● The Sahel: A region known as the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition 

in Africa between the Sahara to the north and the Sudanian savanna to the south. 

● Armed groups: Armed organizations that challenge the state's monopoly of 

legitimate coercive force. They include a variety of actors, including opposition and 

insurgent movements, pro-government militias, and community-based vigilante 

groups. 

b. History of the topic  

 

Picture taken from: The Conversation 
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The Sahel,  a region known as the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition 

in Africa between the Sahara to the north and the Sudanian savanna to the south, has always 

faced social, economic, and political problems which are very complex. From armed 

extremists to criminal gangs and governments who are unable -or unwilling- to control the 

situation, the region has always faced daily challenges; however, the situation has worsened 

after the 2011 Libyan revolution and an uprising in Mali, which occurred in 2012. One of the 

reasons why conflict in the region is so complicated has to do with the fact that there are a lot 

of factors involved, including national armies from different countries, accelerated 

demographic growth, criminal groups, human trafficking, jihadist militants, external help 

from countries such as Germany and France, and other participants. Governments from the 

Sahel have usually little or no control over most of their territory; moreover, their armies are 

not trained well, are corrupted, or lack equipment. With that said, West African institutions 

tend to be militarily, politically, socially, and economically fragile.  

Armed conflicts,  dramatic climate change, and little opportunity to receive an 

education or find a job are everyday realities for many in Africa’s Sahel region. With the 

region’s rapidly expanding population compounding these challenges, along with armed 

conflicts in different countries, security concerns in the region not only affect a significant 

number of different states but also put the world as a whole at risk, mostly because of the 

strengthening of Islamic extremist groups and the mishandling of climate change concerns in 

the region, one of the world’s most affected. This violence is added to that of neighboring 

regions such as Central Africa. 

Since the regime shift in Libya and the subsequent uprising in Northern Mali in 2012, 

the security situation has gone from bad to worse in much of the region.  In Mali, armed 

groups emerged in areas that have been abandoned by national authorities for decades. 

Absent states, poverty, and unemployment made it easy for terrorist groups to find new 
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recruits in areas that had long been left apart. Today, armed groups have multiplied, violence 

has spread from the north to more central parts of Mali and the conflict has already spread to 

neighboring countries such as Burkina Faso and Niger.    

There are a number of different armed groups which are currently operating in the 

region; nonetheless, it could be said that the most powerful are the factions of the Islamic 

State (ISIS/Daesh), Boko Haram, and al-Qaeda.  

 

Number of fatalities fue to terrorism per country Bar graph: Statista (https://www.statista.com/statistics/622573/fatalities-due-to-terrorism-

worldwide-by-country/) 

The bar graph above depicts the number of fatalities due to terrorist attacks worldwide 

in 2019 by country. It is noticeable that Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria are among 

those countries that recorded the most deaths. The statistic is believed to have increased due 

to the pandemic and the lack of state presence in these countries. 

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/622573/fatalities-due-to-terrorism-worldwide-by-country/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/622573/fatalities-due-to-terrorism-worldwide-by-country/
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6.  Topic 2 

a. Current Situation  

The situation in the Sahel has been worsening due to the pandemic, which has 

overwhelmed health and security systems that were already weak before it, causing more 

security concerns. The fact that governments are supposedly focused on handling the 

pandemic has allowed criminal groups to strengthen themselves and to spread their influence 

around the region. The G5 has increased their military operations this year. However, the 

security situation, particularly in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger, continues to worsen. 

Mali experienced a coup d’état on 18 August when soldiers from the Kati barracks 

entered Bamako and arrested President Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, who resigned later that 

night. The coup came in the wake of major protests that started in June demanding Keïta’s 

resignation over Mali’s continued insecurity, corruption, and disputed legislative election 

results. In announcing their seizure of power, coup leaders claimed that they were committed 

to the Mali 2015 Peace and Reconciliation Agreement and to cooperating with international 

presences, including the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 

Mali (MINUSMA), France’s regional counter-terrorism Operation Barkhane, the European 

Takuba Task Force and the G5 Mediation by the Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) led to the establishment of a transitional government by the beginning of 

October 2020, to preside over an 18-month transition period until elections can be held. 

The insurgency by violent extremist groups in Burkina Faso has continued to affect 

much of the country. According to the UN Refugee Agency, over one million internally 

displaced people had been registered by 24 September 2020, up from 921,000 people at the 

start of June. State security forces and self-defense volunteers have also been accused of 

extrajudicial killings and abuses. A Human Rights Watch report in July said more than 180 
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corpses had been discovered at various times between November 2019 and June near the 

northern town of Djibo, and residents have largely blamed government forces for the killings.  

b. International Response  

In 2012, terrorist and radical movements threatened Mali’s national integrity and 

security and could have taken long-term control over significant portions of its territory.  

To address the problem, at the initiative of the African Union, an initiative was taken: 

The G5 Sahel. It is an intergovernmental cooperation framework, made up by Burkina Faso, 

Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger. It has had the purposes of fighting insecurity and 

conducting development actions to open up the region. In 2017, the G5 Sahel heads of State 

officially launched the G5 Sahel Joint Force in Bamako. It was officially created by United 

Nations Security Council Resolution 2359 of 21 June 2017, which was sponsored by France 

and endorsed by the African Union Peace and Security Committee (AUPSC).  

  

Since the outset of the security crisis in the Sahel, the French Republic has been the 

most important powerful actor committed to fighting the terrorist threat in the region. 

According to French Diplomatic agencies, at the request of Mali’s Government, 

France launched Operation Serval in January 2013 to push back the terrorist groups in North 

Mali, supporting troops from Mali and the other African States. UN Security Council 

Resolution 2085 of 20 December 2012 highlighted the need for the UN Member States such 

as France to support Mali in its efforts to restore peace and security 

Despite this military engagement, terrorist groups have remained active in the area. In 

2014, Operation Barkhane succeeded Serval. The aim of Barkhane was for French forces to 

provide broader support to the G5 Sahel Member States. 

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2085(2012)
http://www.defense.gouv.fr/operations/sahel/dossier-de-presentation-de-l-operation-barkhane/operation-barkhane
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Task Force Takuba was launched on 15 July 2020 following the deployment of 

forward elements of French and Estonian special forces in the Sahel-Sahara belt.  

The United States has reduced its military presence in the region since 2018 when the 

Trump Administration decided to prioritize geopolitical competition against  Russia and 

China before counter-terrorism. Despite a number of calls from French President Emmanuel 

Macron to Former US President Trump on the matter, the US kept its objective which 

consists in offering strategic support, with very few troops, or no troops at all.  

c. Future Situation 

Despite the arrival of Joe Biden to the White House, the international community is 

not very hopeful to see a significant change in US policy regarding the Sahel. What is 

concerning about this matter is that the French, along with G5 troops, have said that the 

presence of US troops is very important in counter-terrorism and that their absence affects the 

military capacity of the mission. Other countries fear that the absence of US influences could 

highly increase Chinese and Russian influence in the region. 

7. QARMAS  

Topic 1: 

- What is your country's recognition of Taiwan? 

- Has your country established any alliances with the ROC or the PRC in the past? 

- Has your country contributed to or been affected directly by the escalating tensions? 

- Do recent war threats by the PRC represent a threat to international security? 

Topic 2: 

- Has your country been involved in any actions regarding the situation in the Sahel? 

- Which has been your country’s policy regarding counter-terrorism? 
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- Has your country participated in any peace processes or military missions in different 

territories?  

- What is your country’s position on foreign military interventions? 

- What could be done to tackle human trafficking and drug trafficking networks in the 

region? 

- In your country’s opinion, have UN Missions in the region been effective? Would 

your country support another mission or the implementation of new measures in the 

current missions? 

8. Useful Links  

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1X6ejraWoqE 

- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55851052 

- https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/monthly-forecast/2020-11/group-of-

five-for-the-sahel-joint-force-3.php 
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