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1 Welcoming Letter 

Honorable Delegates, 

We, Juliana Botero, Juan Jose Rincon and Sofia Jimenez, are pleased to welcome you 

to the MSMUN 2020 External Model. We will be presiding over the United Nations World 

Health Organization where we will be discussing the post-pandemic scenario: health policies 

and biorisk reduction in the near future.  

Universal health is one of the fundamental human rights, which means everyone 

regardless of gender, age, religion, race or sexuality is entitled to have access to the health 

services they need, whenever and wherever they need them. One of this committee’s top 

priorities is to ensure everyone has access to healthcare and to prevent people from dying just 

because they cannot afford or simply don’t have access to health services.  



 

 

We expect the best from you during the session and we deeply encourage you to not 

just learn for a debate but as a life lesson as well. These are topics of great importance and by 

discussing and giving viable solutions in a simulation (model), they can later be transformed 

into real life actions. If you need help, we are both here to answer any questions you may have.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Best regards, 

Juliana Botero, Juan Jose Rincon and Sofia Jimenez 

World Health Organization Presidents  



 

 

2 Procedure and Portfolio  

In MSMUN, WHO will follow this procedure; it is very important that every delegate takes 

time to study the “delegate handbook” found in the model’s webpage in order to avoid any 

mistakes during the debate.  

Roll Call: The Chair will call every delegation to check to verify quorum, at the start of 

the day and after any recess. As the Chair calls the delegations, the delegates must raise their 

placards and answer “Present” or “Present and voting”.                                                                                                      

 Opening the Session: The session is opened at the beginning of the day with the 

motion: “Motion to open the session” and it is closed, at the end of the day, with the motion: 

“Motion to close the session”. Sessions can also be suspended, when the delegates leave the 

committee for recess and they are resumed when they come back to the committee after recess. 

Opening Speeches: After the Session is opened, delegates are asked to read their opening 

speeches, in which they must state their country’s position on the issue discussed or on both 

issues if it is the case. It is mandatory that all delegates read their speeches after being 

recognized by the chair. In this Model, delegates must state their country’s position on both 

issues discussed and will be given one and a half minutes per speech.  

Opening the Agenda: The Agenda must be opened with a motion to “Open the Agenda” 

and immediately after, a motion to define the order on which the topics are going to be 

discussed has to be proposed. The Agenda is closed when all the established points have been 

talked over and the respective motion to close it must be done before closing the session.                             

Speakers’ list: This is the formal debate where delegates have the opportunity to expand 

their country's position regarding the topic discussed. It begins with a motion to open the 

speakers’ list: “Motion to open a speakers’ list” this motion must have the recommended time 

per speaker, which will be modified, if necessary, by the Chair. This motion requires to be 

voted on and will pass with a simple majority. 



 

 

Informal Debate (moderated caucus): It starts with a “Motion to start an informal debate 

(or moderated caucus)”. It must include a time limit that can be suggested by the delegate but 

must be approved by the Chair. The Chair will then, call on delegates to speak. A moderated 

caucus is a mixture of both formal (speakers’ list) and informal debate (Lobbying). Anyone 

may speak if they raise their placard and are called on by the Chair.  

Lobbying (unmoderated caucus): In an unmoderated caucus (Lobbying or informal 

debate) delegates meet informally with one another and the committee staff to discuss and 

negotiate draft resolutions, amendments, and other issues. This time may be used to write a 

press release and/or a working paper. 

Portfolio: The portfolio consists of all the general information, position of a country and 

opening speech on a specific topic in a word document. All delegates must do their own 

individual research and email it to ( who@msmunmarymount.edu.co )  their presidents before 

the deadline. An example of a portfolio can be found on the MSMUN webpage.  

3 Introduction to the committee 

3.1 Committee’s history 

The World Health Organization was founded on April 7, 1948. That date is now 

commemorative for it being when we celebrate World Health Day yearly. It was founded 

following the creation of the United Nations in 1945 after the ending of World War II. Its 

headquarters is located in Geneva, Switzerland. Before it was established as the WHO it existed 

as its predecessor, the Health organization which made part of the League of Nations as an 

agency.  The initial objectives and priorities of the organization were malaria, tuberculosis, 

venereal disease, all of these including women’s and children’s health, nutrition and sanitation 

which were (and still are) some of the biggest issues at the time.  

mailto:who@msmunmarymount.edu.co
https://www.msmunmedellin.com/


 

 

3.2 Objectives of the commission  

The World Health Organization focuses on building a better, healthier future for people 

all over the world ("About WHO", 2019). They opt to combat diseases, both communicable 

ones like influenza or HIV and noncommunicable like cancer, heart and lung disease. The 

organization directs and coordinates international health within the United Nations system 

("About WHO", 2019).  

WHO operates and supports all of their member states (194). They work to create a 

relationship between NGOs (non-governmental organizations), UN agencies, donors, and even 

the private sector. The organization’s focal point is to assure the right to health to everyone 

around the globe; this being universal health coverage. WHO seeks to grant everyone health 

services whenever and wherever they need them regardless of their socioeconomic conditions, 

including without suffering any financial hardship.  

They believe that good health is determined not only by physical and mental wellbeing 

but by other basic human rights including access to safe drinking water and sanitation, 

nutritious food, adequate housing, education and safe working conditions. According to the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the WHO, everyone has the right to privacy and 

to be treated appropriately with respect and dignity. No one should undergo forced medical 

experimentation, examination or be given any treatment without previous formal informed 

consent. The right to health also includes the fact that everyone should be entitled to control 

their own health and body, including having access to sexual and reproductive information and 

services, free from violence and discrimination. WHO promotes the fulfillment of human rights 

and focuses on a people-centered health care system.  ("Health is a fundamental human right", 

2017). 



 

 

3.3 Committee’s structure  

The Organization is formed by 194 Member States, it works across six regions and from 

more than 150 offices. The World Health Assembly is held typically every year around May 

in Geneva, Switzerland.  It is the decision-making body of the WHO. Every delegation from 

all WHO Member States attends the assembly and focuses on solving, treating and handling a 

specific health agenda prepared by the Executive Board. The assembly also discusses other 

issues like budgets, financial policies, etc. 

The committee counts with a Director-General, whose name is Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus who was appointed on May 23rd, 2017. He’s the chief technical and 

administrative officer and is in charge of supervising the Organization’s policy for international 

health work.  

https://www.who.int/countries/en/


 

 

  

4 Topic 1: Post pandemic scenario: health policies and biorisk reduction in the near 

future.  

4.1 Background Information and History of the Topic 

On December the 31st of 2019, the Chinese World Health Organization Office was 

informed of several pneumonia cases of unknown cause detected in a cluster in Wuhan City, 

Hubei Province of China. The cases mentioned were related with the Huanan Seafood 

Wholesale Market, which was closed on January 1, 2020, for environmental sanitation and 

disinfection, after the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission samples tested positive for novel 

coronavirus. On January 3, a total of 44 cases were reported to the WHO by China’s health 

authorities, eight days later, on January 11th, China recorded its first death.  

The first case outside China was reported in Thailand on January 13, and the first case 

in the United States was reported on January the 20th. On January 23 the province of Hubei was 

placed under quarantine and a few days later on January 30 the World Health Organization 

declared a public-health emergency. The World Health Organization announced that the new 

coronavirus disease will be named COVID-19 on February 11 and one month later, on March 

11, after the outbreak began in countries such as Iran and Italy, the Organization declared this 

situation as a pandemic. 

The World Health Organization defines COVID-19 as an “infectious disease caused by 

the most recently discovered coronavirus.” (WHO, 2020). Coronaviruses is a large family of 

viruses known to produce respiratory infections such as the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 

(MERS) and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). This family of viruses can cause 

illness in both humans and animals. Even though the origin of COVID-19 has not been 



 

 

confirmed yet, other viruses from the coronavirus’s family have an origin in animals, the 

possible animal source for COVID-19 has not been confirmed but there is ongoing research. 

The mortality rate of this virus is 3.4% according to the estimations made by the WHO 

on March 3, nonetheless it is easily spread, and as a result of that a considerable percentage of 

people carrying the virus can be asymptomatic, meaning they don’t have any of the 

characteristic symptoms of COVID-19. The principal symptoms of this virus are fever, dry 

cough, and tiredness. There are other symptoms, which are less common such as “aches and 

pains, nasal congestion, headache, conjunctivitis, sore throat, diarrhea, loss of taste or smell or 

a rash on skin or discoloration of fingers or toes.” (WHO, 2020). 

4.2 Current situation 

4.2.1 Worldwide spread 

COVID-19 has an amazing capacity to replicate and infect its host, such ability has 

been its prime tool to guarantee its transmission at a worldwide level. That is why it is important 

to fully understand its nature and how it works. Having its origin in the coronavirus family, as 

its name states, the virus has a set of unique traits that help it develop in all sorts of 

environments.  In order to understand it’s spread it is essential to comprehend the infectious 

capacity and its location. COVID-19, as many other coronaviruses, infects the respiratory 

system not only the upper tracks but also lungs cells, which forces the immune system to fight 

a battle in two fronts. With the respiratory infection, the virus has the capacity to easily pass 

from a host to another like the common flu, with one difference its incubation period is much 

longer, this means that its infectious capacity is greater before symptoms show up, The image 

below may help to understand how incubation and infection periods work.  



 

 

 

Figure 1: Incubation periods. Taken from: Mackay, I. (2020). Politically infectious period. Virology down 

under. 

Bearing in mind how the incubation and infectious period work it is easier to understand 

how COVID-19 got all around the world. Once a person is in contact with the virus and acquires 

it, the incubation period is averaged in about 5 days, in which the last period of them, being the 

presymptomatic but infectious one, makes a part of the infectious period. Therefore, a person 

without symptoms may infect everyone who they are in touch with by about one day before 

they even present symptoms at all. Such phenomena permit the exponential increase of virus 

transmission. The following graph describes how this worked with COVID-19.  

 



 

 

Figure 2: Increase of the virus. Taken from: Hoelscher, M. (2020). Transmission of 2019-nCoV Infection from 

an Asymptomatic Contact in Germany. The New England Journal of Medicine. 

Now, because of the massive infectious capacity of the virus it is present all around the 

globe. Until May the world’s statistics are reported like this: 

 

Figure 3: COVID-19 worldwide cases. Taken from: https://news.google.com/covid19/map?hl=es-

419&gl=CO&ceid=CO:es-419 

4.2.2 Cure efforts 

Since the WHO declared COVID-19 as a global pandemic the world has been in a deep 

state of commotion. The Quarantine system that started in Wuhan has now spread throughout 

most of the world, people now have to work from home and the statu quo the world had for the 

last 100 years has been forced to change abruptly. Every country in the world is now facing a 

new challenge on how to keep living standards, economic sustainability and an easy political 

landscape in balance with health and biosecurity.  

From the moment the virus was detected in Wuhan scientist have been looking for a 

cure. However, it was not until the virus was declared a worldwide threat that research and new 

development really started. The first step towards treatment or cure was identifying the 

symptoms. Even though people may experience different symptoms of COVID in general it 

was found that the disease manifest through: Fever, cough, fatigue, sputum production, 



 

 

Headache, Hemoptysis, Acute cardiac injury, Hypoxemia, Dyspnoea, Lymphopenia, Diarrhea, 

Rhinorrhea, Sneezing, Sore throat, Pneumonia, ground glass opacity and Acute respiratory 

distress syndrome. All of the previous complications fall into systemic disorders and 

respiratory disorders, which are very common in coronaviruses. Nevertheless, they are very 

difficult to treat and need to be addressed as a whole.  In terms of an immune response, there 

is a significant increase in Leukocytes with increased levels of proinflammatory cytokines, 

which consolidate the response. In several cases the leukocyte distribution has been found as 

70% neutrophils which consolidates a high viral infection response. Leading to self-harmful 

immune response and an aggravation of the symptoms. (Rothan & Byrareddy, 2020) 

Another important step in the way to find a possible cure was the sequencing of the 

virus genome. The genome is the virus identity and its genetic confirmation. In this process a 

lot of useful information was found about replication and structure. One of the most important 

discoveries was the existence of an RNA proofreading mechanism, which means that the virus 

does not accumulate mutations that might weaken it on the future. Usually viruses replicate at 

a great speed which leads to problems in the process, these problems are the mutations, as 

COVID-19 has a proofreader that would not happen. Usually the fact that the genetic code 

stays the same would mean that it would be easier to acquire a vaccine, however coronaviruses 

have another tool. They have easily recombinant RNA which makes their parts rearrange and 

change places. That means that no previous vaccine would work for the virus. 

(Cyranoski,2020) 

Finally, another big discovery was the way that the coronavirus functioned inside of the 

body. Once the virus enters the body its infection process begins. Due to the spike proteins in 

the exterior enzymes like Furin, which try to break the spikes to protect the cell. However, all 

this does is let the fusion peptides get to the cell membrane and enter through it. When this is 

done the human cell replication mechanisms are hijacked and the virus’s RNA replication 



 

 

process begins. Then, new virus particles are created and live in the cell to later infect other 

cells. The following image might help understand the process. (Cyranoski, 2020) 

 



 

 

 

Figure 4: Coronavirus process. Taken from: Cyranoski, D. (2020). Profile of a killer: the complex biology 

powering the coronavirus pandemic. Nature. 

Right now, scientists are still working night and day to find a cure or at least a treatment 

for the disease. Nevertheless, it can be said COVID-19 will forever change the way we as 

humans see and live in the earth.  

4.3 Future situation  

Predicting the future of a pandemic is hard but predicting the future of a pandemic like 

COVID-19 is harder. This is an airborne disease, which spreads through actions as simple as 

talking to someone infected and catching some of their bodily fluids. The virus survives on 

surfaces, especially hands (which are the largest vector of the virus’ spread). The virus is not 

only easy to spread, but its mortality rate is quite low, which means those infected are not 



 

 

always too sick to stay home, so they spread the disease at a faster rate. Since there is no cure 

for the disease, and its curve of infection grows at an exponential rate, prevention is crucial to 

avoid having health care systems around the world crash or fail. 

4.3.1 Preventive Methods 

The most efficient preventive method for this type of disease is enforced quarantine on 

everyone, healthy or infected. Since symptoms take up to two weeks to show up, they may be 

confused with the flu or the common cold, or some people are simply asymptomatic, 

quarantining the sick like in previous epidemics is just not an option. Quarantine and social 

distancing slow down the rate of infection, preventing situations like the one Italy struggled 

with during March of 2020. 

The future of quarantine depends on if it’s done well or not. It must be strict at first, 

and there must only be exception for essential tasks. The use of masks and constant disinfection 

are crucial to prevent the spread of the disease while doing essential tasks. When the curve of 

infection starts to flatten, then government can begin to lift quarantine in a gradual matter, to 

prevent a second wave from hitting.  

It is very possible that acts of social distancing will still be implemented for years to 

come, or until some sort of immunity is reached, either by finding a cure or by reaching herd 

immunity through a vaccine.  

4.3.2 Vaccine 

Vaccines are not cures, however these provide immune systems with a small, simplified 

dosage of the virus so your body knows how to fight it. When vaccines are implemented around 

the world, they create something called herd immunity, which states that all of those who can 

receive vaccines will become immune to the disease and will not spread it, protecting those 

who medically cannot get vaccines.  



 

 

Vaccines take years to develop, and scientists estimate, that when we do get a COVID-

19 vaccine, it will be the fastest vaccine ever produced. Currently, there is no vaccine for this 

virus, however it is being developed; but it is not certain as to when we will have an effective 

vaccine. Countries like Japan, India, the UK, the USA and other countries are working in the 

front lines to develop a vaccine.  

A vaccine will not cure the disease, but it will be an important tool to bring life back to 

normal.  

5 Useful Links 

● https://www.netflix.com/watch/81273421?trackId=13752289&tctx=0%2C0%

2C878ebabb-5b8a-43aa-af89-ef40b2825023-5474733%2C%2C 

● https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/11/coronavirus-vaccine-

global-supply/  

● https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200504-coronavirus-what-is-the-best-

kind-of-face-mask 

● https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200424-how-do-you-build-a-city-for-a-

pandemic  

 

 

6 QUARMAS 

● Has your country implemented any social distancing policies to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19? 

● How does your country plan to contribute to the development of a vaccine for 

the virus? 

https://www.netflix.com/watch/81273421?trackId=13752289&tctx=0%2C0%2C878ebabb-5b8a-43aa-af89-ef40b2825023-5474733%2C%2C
https://www.netflix.com/watch/81273421?trackId=13752289&tctx=0%2C0%2C878ebabb-5b8a-43aa-af89-ef40b2825023-5474733%2C%2C
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/11/coronavirus-vaccine-global-supply/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/11/coronavirus-vaccine-global-supply/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200504-coronavirus-what-is-the-best-kind-of-face-mask
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200504-coronavirus-what-is-the-best-kind-of-face-mask
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200424-how-do-you-build-a-city-for-a-pandemic
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200424-how-do-you-build-a-city-for-a-pandemic


 

 

● How does your country plan to come out of quarantine and back into normal 

life?  
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